
  

From Fr Andrew and churchwardens Darrol & Linda to all church members: 

 ‘I was glad when they said unto me, “let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122  

We are pleased to announce that with the full agreement of the PCC St Nicolas’ will be 

re-opening for public worship from Sunday 5th July. For this next phase there will just 

be the 10 o’clock Mass. That will continue to be live-streamed* as well (6pm Evensong 

live-streamed only). 

This will inevitably be a time of mixed emotions – joy at being able to come together to 

worship in our church buildings; sadness for the loss or absence of some members of 

our church communities; uncertainty about what the future “new normal” may be. 

We shall be carefully following government and Church of England guidance enabling 

church buildings to be opened safely for public worship observing physical distancing 

and hygiene. See the full Risk Assessment https://saintnics.com/our-

church/coronavirus-important-information/   Yes, this does mean that our worship will 

lack the richness which we all love so much. But most important is the opportunity to 

receive the sacrament again, and for us to be together as a community. 

The church will now also be open for baptisms (which will be separately on Sunday 

afternoons), weddings and funerals. 

• Certain groups of people may be at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19, 

including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions. Individuals 

who fall within this group are advised to stay at home as much as possible and, if they do 

go out, to take particular care to minimise contact with others outside of their 

household. 

• Those who are considered to be extremely clinically vulnerable to COVID-19 will have 

been advised to shield and are currently advised not to meet more than one person from 

outside of their own household, and therefore not currently advised to attend places of 

worship. 

• Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high temperature or 

a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell) should not attend the place 

of worship due to the risk that they pose to others; they should self-isolate at home 

immediately with other members of their household. 

• Where individuals are self-isolating due to a possible or confirmed case of COVID-19 in 

the household, or because they have been requested to so by NHS Test & Trace, they 

should participate remotely.  

https://saintnics.com/our-church/coronavirus-important-information/
https://saintnics.com/our-church/coronavirus-important-information/


When you arrive on Sunday morning:  

• Church of England guidance is that the wearing of face-coverings is voluntary, but we 

want all those who come into St Nicolas’ for the 10 o’clock Mass to wear a mask – so that 

we are looking after each other 

• please enter through the main north porch from the High Street (disabled access only 

through the narthex) 

• observe a distance of two metres from others at all times – some areas will be marked 

with floor tape 

• the sidespeople will be wearing full clear-plastic face masks 

• we are supporting track & trace by keeping a record for 21 days of all who attend 

church 

• please use the hand sanitiser as you enter – unless you have just washed your hands for 

the full 20 seconds in the Community Centre toilets  

• the sidespeople will indicate the seats that are available (as already marked) 

• we ask all who can to bring the Weekly Leaflet as previously emailed to them on an 

electronic device; if you cannot there will be a few paper copies (which you will pick up 

for yourself and which must afterwards be taken home please) 

• to begin with the Mass will be celebrated very simply with no servers and without any 

singing 

• we shall not be sharing any Sign of Peace at all – just answer verbally and do not move 

towards others 

• no collection will be taken, but a plate will be placed by the exit together with the card 

reader – and we shall all want to ensure that our personal giving and full support of 

church life is now up to date 

• Holy Communion will be in one kind, bread only: please wait to be invited to join the queue 

by the sidespeople or churchwardens up the middle aisle, standing on the floor markings 

two metres apart; as you approach the communion rail, sanitise your hands from the 

bottle on the front pews; do not kneel or touch the rail; the priest will be wearing a 

clear-plastic face mask, so come close enough to extend you two hands together to 

receive communion; then turn to the left or right and return to your seat 

• the toilets in the Community Centre will be open but there will be no refreshments after 

Mass for a while 

• exit through the narthex only – please continue to observe the distancing as you leave 

church – and better to keep all conversation outdoors 

 

We may be re-opening for public worship but you must return only when you feel ready. 

We shall all have our own personal feelings about coming back to church as with other 

restrictions being eased. There will be both relief and anxiety, but the bottom line is 

that we all support each other however we are feeling.  

The church will continue to be open for private prayer Monday to Fridays, 9:30am-

12:30pm. If you would like to volunteer as a daily supervisor please contact us. The 

Weekly Leaflet will be emailed to everyone on our current mailing list, so if you do not 

receive a copy please contact Cath or us. If you would still like to receive the Weekly 

Leaflet by post please leave a message with Fr Andrew straight away (0783 702 1726).  

 


