
St Nicolas Parish Church 
Guildford

Easter Vigil  
& First Mass of Easter






The Vigil 
The ministers and people gather in the churchyard in silence.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
Your steadfast love extends to the heavens
and your faithfulness never ceases.
Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom
and strengthen our lives with your word,
for you are the fountain of life;
in your light we see true light.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All    Blessed be God for ever. 

Dear friends in Christ, this is the night in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ   passed over from death to life. 
The Church invites her members,   dispersed 
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. 
For this is   the Passover of the Lord, in which 
through word and sacrament we   share in his 
victory over death.

As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record 
of God’s saving   deeds in history, recalling how he 
saved his people in ages past and in   the fullness of 
time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us 
pray   that through this Easter celebration God may 
bring to perfection in  each of us the saving work he 
has begun.



The Easter Fire 
The fire is lit

Eternal God,
who made this most holy night
to shine with the brightness of your one true light,
set us aflame with the fire of your love,
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All    Amen.

The Incense pricks are inserted in the Pascal Candle
Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega,
all time belongs to him,
and all ages;
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever.

All    Amen.

By his holy and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.

All    Amen.

The priest lights the Paschal Candle and says:
May the light of Christ, rising in glory dispel the 
darkness of our hearts and minds.

bearing the Pascal Candle enters the church, followed by the other ministers.
The priest bearing the Candle raises it and sings

The light of Christ.
All    Thanks be to God. 
during which the congregation light their candles. The altar party process to the 
sanctuary.
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The Exsultet 
When the Easter candle has reached the Sanctuary a Server holds the 
Pascal candle. The candle is censed.  

The priest sings the Exsultet.
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Vigil Readings 
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of 
God’s saving deeds in history, recalling how he saved his 
people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his 
Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through 
this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in 
each of us the saving work he has begun

Genesis 1:1-2, 4a
Priest Creator God,  

bringing light and form and beauty out of nothing,  
look upon us who stand  
upon the threshold of a new order,  
revealed in the resurrection of Christ,  
the new Adam, who restores us to life.  

All Amen. 

Exodus 14:15-end
Liberating God, 
revealing your power in human history, 
look upon your people 
whom you save through the waters of baptism, 
and let them know again that you set them free. 

All Amen

Isaiah 66:6-16
Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us.
When we face the dank darkness of death,
nurse us at your bosom
and enfold us in your arms of love
until we can sing the songs of justice and peace,
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.

All    Amen.
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Jonah 1.1-2.10
Living God, 
whose Son like Jonah looked to you for deliverance 
from the deep waters of death, 
reveal to us your salvation, 
as we celebrate the paschal mystery. 

All Amen. 

The Altar party and clergy process to the Font whilst singing 

The Litany of the Saints
Holy Mary, pray for us.
Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of virgins: pray for us.
Saint Michael,
Saint Gabriel,
Saint Raphael,
All you holy Angels and Archangels: pray for us.
All you holy orders of blessed Spirits,
Saint John the Baptist,
Saint Joseph,
All you holy Patriarchs and Prophets: pray for us.
Saint Peter,
Saint Paul,
Saint Andrew,
Saint James,
Saint John,
Saint Thomas,
Saint James,
Saint Philip,
Saint Bartholomew,
Saint Matthew,
Saint Simon,
Saint Thaddeus,
Saint Matthias,
Saint Barnabas: pray for us.
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Saint Luke,
Saint Mark,
All you holy Apostles and Evangelists: pray for us.
All you holy Disciples of the Lord,
All you holy Innocents,
Saint Stephen,
Saint Lawrence,
Saint Vincent,
Saint Fabian and Saint Sebastian,
Saint John and Saint Paul,
Saint Cosmas and Saint Damian,
Saint Gervase and Saint Protase: pray for us.
All you holy Martyrs,
Saint Silvester,
Saint Gregory, Saint Ambrose,
Saint Augustine and Saint Jerome,
Saint Martin and Saint Nicolas:   pray for us.
All you holy Bishops and Confessors,
All you holy Doctors,
Saint Anthony,
Saint Benedict,
Saint Bernard,
Saint Dominic,
Saint Francis:   pray for us.
All you holy Priests and Clergy,
All you holy Monks and Hermits,
Saint Mary Magdalene,
Saint Agatha,
Saint Lucy,
Saint Agnes,
Saint Cecilia,
Saint Catharine,
Saint Anastasia,
All you holy Virgins and Widows: pray for us.
All you Saints of God: pray for us.
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Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Bishop As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead, we remember that through the 
paschal mystery we have died  and been buried with 
him in baptism. To follow Christ means dying  to sin and 
rising to new life with him.
Therefore I ask: 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

All    I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
All    I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us 
from God and neighbour?

All    I repent of them. 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. Therefore I ask:
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

All    I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
All    I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
All   I come to Christ. 

Priest May almighty God who has given you the desire to 
follow Christ give you the strength 
to continue in the way.
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Prayer Over the Waters of Baptism at the Font 
The sanctuary party processes to the Font.
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The altar party process to the Sanctuary. The congregation sprinkled.

Priest Alleluia, Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

The Gloria 
  



The Collect

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of thy Son 
has overcome the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity.  

All Amen. 

The Epistle
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Church in 
Rome.     (Romans 6.3-11)
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus.

For the word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God. 



Gradual Hymn 103

The Gospel
Gospeller	 Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, 
and the living one;  I was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore.

All    Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew (28.1-10)

All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards 
shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 
women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he* lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from 
the dead,* and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So 
they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 
and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Homily

The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ’Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you

All    and also with you. Alleluia. 

Offertory Hymn 104

The Preparation of the Altar
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ,
our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.

All    Amen. 



The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and on this night of our redemption
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women 
the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all 
creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory:





¶ Please SIT or KNEEL 

Priest Lord, you are holy, indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave 
you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.



And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once 

for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread
and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Our Lady, Nicolas, 
George, Benedict, Helena and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.

All Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer
At the Saviour’s command and formed by Divine 
teaching we dare to say,

All	 	 Our Father, which art in heaven, 
	 	 hallowed be thy name; 
	 	 thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
	 	 in earth as it is in heaven. 
	 	 Give us this day our daily bread. 
	 	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 	 as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
	 	 And lead us not into temptation; 
	 	 but deliver us from evil. 

Priest Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin and safe 
from all distress, as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All 	 	 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
	 	 for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Fracture
Priest We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, 
	 	 because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei
CHOIR 	 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace.



Communion Motet 
Christ rising again – William Byrd, 1543-1623

Prayers after Communion
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-
begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his 
glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power 
of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we 
may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All 	 Almighty God,  we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you  
our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

¶ Please STAND  

The Blessing & Dismissal
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God Almighty: 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be amongst you 
and remain with you always.

All Amen 

HYMN 117 The day of resurrection 
The altar party make their way to the Statue of Our Lady.
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We beseech Thee, O Lord, pour Thy grace into our hearts; that as we have known the incarnation of Thy Son, 

Jesus Christ, by the message of an angel, so by His Passion and Cross we may be brought to the glory of His 

Resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
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  The Mass is ended.
He is not here, He is risen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary: Prelude and Fugue on Easter Hymn – Healey Willan

 


