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Can I start by wishing everyone a happy new year! I hope you managed to stay well over the Christmas break and 
that not too many plans were changed last minute. 

The children have returned to school with their usual enthusiasm and stories of festive fun had over the holiday. 
Working with children is such a blessing and a great tonic as the COVID challenges continue. One member of the 
team who has yet to return though is Miss Staniforth. Her recovery from COVID has taken longer than anyone 
could have predicted but she is slowly on the mend and resting at home. Thank you for your kind wishes and gift, 
Chestnut class. We look forward to seeing you when she has recovered. 

It’s not just schools and supply agencies that are suffering from staff shortages but services 
provided to schools. This week we were affected by staff shortages at Twelve15, the catering 
company we use. This has made providing hot dinners impossible at this time. The area man-
ager is hugely apologetic and is working with us to provide the best they can in challenging 
circumstances. Thank you for your help this week in providing the children with a home 
packed lunch. From Monday 17th January, Twelve15 will be providing packed lunches for the 
children so no need for home lunches. This way we can ensure all lunches are nut, sesame and chickpea free, 
keeping our allergy children safe. 

Twelve15 are advertising for two roles at our school so please take a look if you or anyone you know maybe inter-
ested (https://st-nicolas-guildford.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/ ) 

And on the theme of vacancies, we have a space on our governing body for a Local Authority 
governor and Toby Richardson, our chair of governors, would like to open this up to our par-
ent community. Being a governor is a great way to become involved in the strategic journey 
of the school and to play a part in it’s exciting future. Please see  here for more details / appli-
cation form or contact Toby for further info ( richardson@st-nicolas.surrey.sch.uk ). Closing 
date for applications is Friday 28th January 2022. 

 

Uganda Partner School 

Last year we were enormously grateful to the PSA for 
raising funds to help us replace our old classroom ta-
bles and chairs. Our plan was always to offer them to 
our partner schools in Northern Uganda who form the 
https://Forgotten Peoples Project;  Putuke Nursery 
and Paibwor Nursery, but the pandemic delayed 
transportation. However, at the end of last term, the 
CEO, Alex Latim, sent us the great news that the ta-
bles and chairs had arrived safely ready for the open-
ing of the Putuke Nursery this month. The photos he 
shared with us are indeed heart-warming and we are 
thrilled to have been able to make a small difference 
to the lives of these children. Please take a look at 
next page for more photos and our website page 
(https://www.st-nicolas-guildford.com/our-link-school-in-Uganda/ ) 

 

Have a wonderful weekend and we look forward to seeing you on Mon-

day. Emma 

Value for this half term: Wisdom 

https://st-nicolas-guildford.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/
https://st-nicolas-guildford.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/
mailto:richardson@st-nicolas.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.forgottenpeoplesprojects.org/home
https://www.st-nicolas-guildford.com/our-link-school-in-uganda/


 



DIARY DATES 

Saturday 15th January  Deadline for reception and junior  

    applications 2022 

Week beg. 7th February  Mental Health Week 

Tuesday 8th February   Safer Internet Day 

Friday 11th February  INSET day (school closed) 

Monday 14th February   Half term 

Friday 4th March   World Book Day (dress up day DTF) 

Tuesday 22nd March 3.30-6.00pm  Parent Teacher appointments 

Thursday 24th March 5.00-7.30pm Parent Teacher appointments 

Friday 1st April  2pm  Children break up for Easter 

Tuesday 19th April   School reopens 

Monday 2nd May   Bank Holiday.  School closed 

Thursday 19th May  School Photographer (class and whole  

    school) 

Thursday 26th May  Children  break up for half term 

*Friday 27th May  Jubilee Holiday (school closed) 

Monday 30th May   Half term 

Sunday 5th June  10.00am Pentecost Service at St Nicolas Church      

Friday 1st July                                     INSET day (school closed) 

Friday 22nd July 2pm  Children break up for summer 

 

DTF: details to follow  

new additions since last newsletter  

 

 

 

OFFICE NEWS 

URGENT CALL FOR SUPPORT TO ENCOURAGE QUALIFIED 
TEACHERS TO RETURN TO TEACH ON A TEMPORARY BASIS 
From the DFE: 
COVID-19 continues to impact schools and colleges in England 
and we are seeking your help to invite qualified ex-teachers to 
consider returning to teaching on a temporary basis. We want 
to make sure that as many supply staff as possible are availa-
ble, by encouraging ex-teachers from primary, secondary and 
further education to consider returning to support colleagues 
and the nation’s children and young people through this diffi-
cult time. We have published an urgent call for qualified teach-
ers which explains what is required and how to register with a 
supply teaching agency. 

LAYERS 
As we continue to  ensure our school is as safe as possible, we 
still have windows and doors open for ventilation. Please en-
sure the children wear layers so they remain warm during this 
colder weather. 
 
TWELVE15 
Twelve15 Catering have two vacancies for a Chef and Catering 
Assistant at our school. Please see below link with the details.  
 
Vacancies | St Nicolas' CofE Aided Infant School (secure-
primarysite.net) 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT 
Please click here for our latest updated Protective Measures 
Risk Assessment. 
 
EMERGENCY UNIFORM 
Please return any borrowed emergency uniform/clothing laun-
dered to the school office. 
 
ENERGY KIDZ HOLIDAY CLUB 
Join us for a week full of play and activity this February Half 
Term! The week will include a half term full of positivity and 
wellbeing with a celebration of Random Acts of Kindness 
Week! But wait...there’s more! We’ll also be bringing a sparkle 
to our clubs in a break that’s sure to have fireworks in our first 
holiday of 2022 by celebrating Chinese New Year! Early Bird 
save 10% (limited time offer). Use code EBFEB22 
 

INSET Days / School Closure 2021-2022 

Friday 11th February 2022 

*Friday 27th May 2022                Friday 1st July 2022 

INSET days subject to change 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/urgent-call-for-qualified-teachers?utm_source=6%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/urgent-call-for-qualified-teachers?utm_source=6%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://st-nicolas-guildford.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/
https://st-nicolas-guildford.secure-primarysite.net/vacancies/
https://www.st-nicolas-guildford.com/coronavirus/


                                                                 CHURCH NEWS 

Happy Christmas .... still! 

When do we take the tree down? What about the crib? Is Christmas over just after Boxing 
Day? 

Well, truth is, the Christmas season is not over until Candlemas (2 Feb!) but in our house we 
always take the tree down before 12th night (6th January, Epiphany). This first few weeks I 
have been exploring these 'extended Christmas' traditions with the children of Epiphany, 
namely, Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. Last week I took in a gold chalice to show the children 
in Yrs1 and 2 and this week we have looked at incense. We still use all these wonderful things 
every day in church. Do ask the children what they thought and why they are important. These 
symbols - from trees to incense teach us so much: a tree to remind us of life in the darkest and 
coldest months and incense to burn to represent our prayers rising to God - used at every ser-
vice at our church of St Nicolas. It helps clear the lungs and contrary to some myths, doesn't 
make you cough like smoke! I wonder what traditions you are holding onto in these weeks 
after Christmas? May be it is the chocolate eating (or is that just me!!!) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                 CHURCH NEWS Cont. 

Save the date: HM The Queen's Jubilee....Sunday 5th June .... 

This year we celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. 70 years in the same job is quite some-
thing. As we are the Church of England, we are the national church and therefore the Queen's 
church and we will be marking this extraordinary year in church and school.  

Sunday 5th June is the Sunday to celebrate and it is also PENTECOST - the Church's birthday 
when God sent His Spirit to empower the church to grow. What better day to be together and 
celebrate? 

So we are planning for a school led Sunday service in St Nic's @10. I want to include all the 
children - they will take the service - say the prayers, read the bible and stand at the altar with 
me. It is a wonderful opportunity to be together and after a short service led by the children 
we will have an English tea - cups of tea and cake - in church and a 'best crown' competition. 
So, put the date in your diary now and have a think - can you make the best crown - grown 
ups, too?!  

Fr Neil 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Great news…The UK’s best family magazine is now free to all 

parents & guardians- Enjoy! 

 

Please copy & paste the below link : 

 

Family First - Winter 2021/22 by Seven Star Media - Issuu  

 

 

 
 

Like & follow us on 

  

Stay safe, 

The Family First Team  

https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/docs/ff_issue_9_digital100122
https://familyfirst.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d972561f47037a6befb25debb&id=93b1e3f8af&e=3dacd1a672
https://familyfirst.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d972561f47037a6befb25debb&id=712abda8e2&e=3dacd1a672

