
PCC AWAY DAY  9 October – thoughts please… As part of a process of getting to know you and 

this place, we have arranged a PCC away day on 9 October and I have asked PCC members to 

take to God in prayer the hearts of the worshipping congregation. In other words, I have asked them 

to ask you to distill a sense of three things on which we can then focus in our away day. Taking the 

theological virtues as outlined by St Paul in 1 Corinthians 13 of Faith, Hope and Love, I want to 

discern how we can 

 - learn more about our Faith 

 - Hope to grow  

 - Love to serve 

These three senses were clear in the Parish Profile and so as we ‘audit’ where we are and seek to 

grow into God’s future, please could I ask you to speak with/email a member of PCC to ensure  
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you for that. Thank you.  I confess that I have never arrived at a house before and literally been met 

by bunting and balloons in the sitting room which were shaped into the letters WELCOME! God is 

good and you are so very kind.  
 

May I take the opportunity to pen something in this my first newsletter to say a few thanks and give 

some praise? First, allow me to focus on thank yous. First, we must give thanks and praise to 

Almighty God who has called us to be here - you and me. We must say our thanks for all that has 

led to what is already and what will be: the discernment process, the Wardens, PCC, Verger, 

Servers, Office and our visiting clergy are a blessing to us all. I am so grateful that I inherit a well 

oiled machine! Of course, we are not a machine at all but faithful souls who have given ‘of our own’ 

since all things come from God as our offertory prayer reminds us at each Mass.  
 

Those faithful soldiers of Christ who have ensured that Mass has been offered at the altar during the 

interregnum have demonstrated in faith and works their dedication to the Gospel and I am 

immensely grateful to them. Be sure to remind them of their blessing to us, as we are bidden in 1 

Thessalonians 5:11.  
  

My second sense of what I would like to share with you in this my first newsletter is by way of a 

‘sorry’! An odd thing, perhaps, so early on (!!!) but as I have said to some already, it may feel like I 

will move too slowly to change some things - it is quite deliberate! I want to walk a few miles with 

you and see what God is already busy doing with, in, around, for and in spite of us! I am equally 

sorry that for still some others, things will appear to be changed by the very way that I ‘do’ things. 

The change that is a new Rector brings with it a sense of shifting sands and that is disturbing 

enough and so as I approach things differently perhaps from what has been before, I seek your 

patience, support and forbearance!  
  

Finally, may I remind us all that as Saint John Paul II once said, ‘we are an Easter people’ - we are 

in the ‘Good News’ business. So, I want to ask for time and space to listen carefully to what the 

Spirit is saying to the Church - through you and in prayer. Our calling to be His Holy Church is to 

build God’s Kingdom and not our own little empires!! And so precisely because we are an Easter 

people, how else could we be anything other than seeking to be ever more faith-full, hope-full and 

full of love - for that is the Good News! 

Photo by Lukas from Pexels 

As Darrol and I enter the home straight – heading towards our new 

rector’s installation – we feel a deep gratitude to everyone who has 

supported us during the past year.  The “team” has been fantastic and 

so a huge thanks to you all. We all know it’s not good practice to 

single any one person out and so I don’t intend to, but we couldn’t  

Fr. Neil Roberts, our new Rector, writes… 
Faith, Hope and Love - it’s Good News   

Well, hello! It is good to be here amongst you and I very much look forward to 

getting to know you, our community, our school and church over the time to 

come. Thank you for your welcome - so many cards, biscuits, cakes, toys for 

the boys, perhaps even the odd bottle of something: that was kind of you to 

take the time and make the effort to extend a welcome. It is a gift of the Holy 

Spirit to be generous and a charism of the Order of St Benedict and so I bless 

continued on next page 

https://www.pexels.com/@goumbik?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


September... 

September for me has always been about a fresh start. It has always been about a New Year, much 

more than January 1 has ever been! 

What about you? How do you start a new chapter? Begin again? Start afresh? Is it, like me, the smell 

of new exercise books, bags and uniform (from the many years teaching) or is it another point? I think 

that the gift of September is more often than not a reminder that any time is a good time to start 

again, start afresh, to turn around and go in a new direction. The Greek New Testament speaks of 

metanoia or to turn to face a new direction. For us as a family this September is, of course, especially 

so. But any time is a good time for new starts. God is the God of second, third and in fact, every 

possible plan alternative! For us in the Catholic tradition it highlights the import of sacramental or 

private confession - the opportunity to share, unburden, refresh and wipe clean. The Good News is 

that this is available at all times and in all places so perhaps September can be less a particular 

moment to refresh and re-start and more a reminder that the invitation to confess and be absolved is 

available sacramentally with your parish priest at any point. The Book of Common Prayer (as is more 

often the case) has it quite right when it reminds us at Holy Communion, 'Ye who do truly and 

earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to 

lead a new life' are those who should approach the altar. Take seriously both the injunction and the 

invitation - it is an opportunity for grace.  
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Catherine Ferguson  Incense 

“Ugh incense!” Occasionally one hears 

disparaging remarks as if incense were a strange 

affectation on the part of St Nicolas’, with 

implications that it is somehow not proper Church 

of England (aka Anglican) practice. Hopefully, this 

article will encourage understanding. 

What is incense? Incense is small, hardened balls of resin, typically from the frankincense tree 

(Boswellia sacra) indigenous to the Far East and Middle East. Sometimes the resin might be ground 

into powder and mixed with perfumed oils. When placed on hot discs of charcoal, clouds of fragrant 

smoke arise. The charcoal sits in an incense-burner known as a thurible, swung to release the 

smoke by a server called the thurifer. The incense is carried in a boat, so called by its shape. At St 

Nicolas’, we change the fragrance of incense according to the liturgical year, usually the choice of 

the Rector, but during this interregnum I, as Head Server, have enjoyed making the selection, some 

of which was donated by Mother Kathryn, some of which I obtained from the Shrine Shop in 

Walsingham, and some was made at Alton Abbey which has special significance for our new Rector, 

Father Neil. I chose that for Easter Day 2021, the day his appointment was announced 

Why is incense used?  For thousands of years incense has been used for domestic and religious 

purposes in those parts of the world where the resinous trees are indigenous. It was important in 

ancient Egypt, Babylonia, Rome and Greece and thereafter in all the major religions of the world: 

Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Shinto and Christianity, where it forms a key part of sacred 

practice: ‘in every place incense shall be offered unto My Name’ (Malachi ch. 1 v. 1). In Judaism at 

the time of Christ, it might also be burnt at communal meals on special occasions (and so very likely 

at the Last Supper) where it was used to perfume the air. Indeed, the word ‘perfume’ comes from the 

French ‘par fume’ meaning ‘through smoke’ . 

In Christian worship, though never dictated liturgically, incense was always particularly associated 

with reverence, honour and blessing. This is exactly how we use it in St Nicolas’ today. The thurifer 

leads the procession into the sanctuary where the priest censes the altar in an act of reverence and 

honour. Likewise, the gospel book is censed before the reading because it is God’s word, and the 

bread and wine are censed before and during consecration because God becomes present there. 

The Priest is censed by the thurifer before performing the act of consecration; and the people are 

censed before participating in the Eucharist. When I am thurifer, the act of censing the people 

(acknowledged by bows before and after) is a very powerful moment for me, for it signifies that the 

imminent presence of God coming amongst us.  

Watch carefully and you will see when the thurifer varies the number of ‘swings’ according to who or 

what is being censed and when. 

Was incense abolished in England at the Reformation?  No. The use of incense was never 

excluded by law from Anglican ritual. Incense was not mentioned in any of the Reformation Acts of 

Parliament, Injunctions and Articles of Faith establishing the Church of England’s form and liturgical 

practice, or in the Book of Common Prayer. Nor was it abolished or even complained about by the 

puritans of the 17th century.  
  

 

 

. 
The silver and brass thuribles used at St Nicolas’ 

Our Church 

PCC AWAY DAY  9 October contnd…   

that as broad a range of views as possible is represented as we gather our sense of God’s 

will for tomorrow in this corner of His Kingdom? Perhaps pray deeply about what it is that 

brings you here and keeps you here? How are you fed, loved and how do you grow? What 

challenges you (in a good way(!)? What do you look forward to seeing return in our recovery 

post-COVID? What do you miss? What haven’t you missed? …. think deeply, pray earnestly 

and seek ye first the Kingdom of God.  

September Sunday Masses 

12 September  Fr Neil’s Welcome Mass 

19 September  Parade Sunday with GURC at St Nicolas     

26 September  Trinity XVII Mass and Baptism 

Weekday Masses  I would dearly like to re-introduce the daily Mass and Angelus tradition as soon 

as is reasonably possible. My thinking is that we will begin to build this tradition by October. 

Mondays are my rest day and so I will be offering the Mass on Tuesdays in the Lady Chapel (using 

Order One of Common Worship) and at the High Altar on Wednesdays (using the Book of Common 

Prayer) both at 12 noon beginning with the Angelus. This is, of course, in addition to the 11am Mass 

on Fridays in St George's Chapel. The intention is to also eventually offer Thursdays also, in time, 

with the assistance of priestly colleagues. I would welcome your prayerful comments.  
 

Evening Masses for Red Letter Days: S. Michael and All Souls 

I also intend to re-introduce evening Masses for Principal Red Letter Days. I plan to begin in 

September with an evening Mass at 8pm for St Michael's Day and a second for All Souls on Sunday 

31 October, at 6pm.  I would welcome your prayerful comments and I urge you to consider putting 

these dates in your diary to attend Mass. 
  

Early Morning Sunday Mass from October  From 3 October, I will re-introduce the weekly 8:30am 

Sunday Mass. This will be at the High Altar and offered according to the Book of Common Prayer 

with the priest facing east. If you like and miss the quiet, said, Prayer Book Mass, then this is the one 

for you! Prayerful comments to me, please.  
 

Sunday Evensongs and Benediction From January 2022, I will be looking to re-introduce Sunday 

Evensongs monthly, with thanks to our wonderful new Director of Music. We shall also offer the 

opportunity to celebrate the Real Presence at Benediction at Solemn Evensong at major festivals. 

Prayerful comments to me, as ever, are welcome.  



Philip Hooper “We all have lots of different editions of the Bible; the New English Bible, the 

Good News Bible and so on but do we ever actually read them?”  

This comment in a sermon long ago struck home so strongly that I decided that each Lent I would 

read one of the gospels in the J B Phillips translation of the New Testament that I had been given on 

my confirmation. After four years I continued each Lent till the Easter after I retired, when I carried on 

reading till the end of Revelations. I then decided to read the Authorized Version ,which took me 

nearly four years.  Many passages were abundantly clear and indeed inspiring but I often felt in need 

of enlightenment. I had some sympathy with the Ethiopian eunuch who summoned my namesake‘s 

guidance when reading part of Isiah. In my case I discussed it with Father Andrew who suggested I 

subscribe to the Bible Reading Fellowship. Their Guidelines booklets, which are published every 

four months, have set daily readings with commentaries. These run for a week or longer covering 

either a particular subject or section of the Bible. They have just finished a three week  

study of the last ten chapters of Isiah which gave an interesting insight into the return  

to Jerusalem from the Babylonian exile. Overall I have found they provide interesting  

explanations and guidance on the Bible as well as a good daily discipline in my  
retirement life. 
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We have several sets of WHITE vestments, 

one set decorated with GOLD embroidery, 

used on major festivals (Easter, Christmas, 

Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, St Nicolas Day, 

Dedication Sunday, festivals of the Virgin Mary 

etc.) 

RED is worn at Pentecost (Whit Sunday), on 

Maundy Thursday (the day before Good 

Friday) and for various saints and martyrs. 

From Trinity Sunday until the beginning of 

Advent (around June to September) the colour 

worn is GREEN. This period is known as 

Ordinary Time or Sundays after Trinity. 

Julia Andrew  

Colours in church 

Editor’s note 

Our Church 

You will have noticed that 

the vestments worn by the 

priest on a Sunday are the 

same colour as the altar 

frontal (and the collection 

bags and pulpit decoration). 

The choice of colour is not 

arbitrary but dictated by the 

time of the church’s year.  

Probably the most 

memorable is that the priest 

wears PURPLE in Lent and 

Advent which are the 

periods of preparation for the great festivals of Easter and Christmas. During these two solemn 

seasons there are no flowers in church but the colour worn changes on the third Sunday of Lent 

(Mothering Sunday) and the third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete or Refreshment Sunday). Vestments of 

ROSE PINK are used on these two Sundays. 

If you would like to see some of our beautiful textiles then do come into church on Heritage Open 

Day  (Saturday September 18th) when they will be on display. 



The Sun moves from Leo into Virgo on the 23 September, which is also the autumnal Equinox. 
Mercury is an evening object, but will set at the same time as the Sun on 30 September. 

Venus is an evening object setting 1 hour after sunset, with a thin crescent Moon nearby on 9 and 

10 September.   Mars is too close to the Sun to be seen this month. 

Jupiter and Saturn, not long after Opposition, are visible most of the night with Moon nearby on the 

16, 17 and 18 September.   

Uranus is visible most of the night. Neptune reaches Opposition on the 14 September. 4 

The turning point came later in Kuwait. Driving home alone across the desert from a party, around 

midnight I saw a light and felt filled with happiness and joy and knew that to be the presence of God. 

My husband who was an atheist was sceptical about my experience once I related it to him and 

thought we perhaps had some home brewed wine at the party, but that wasn’t the case at all. 
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Editor’s note 

Our Church 

At St. Nicolas we had a youth club called the “Action Group,” because we all felt we wanted to do 

things. All these people were members of the Church. We met in the church hall every week to play 

games, hear speakers giving talks, we danced to records - the Quickstep and Waltz were all the rage. 

We went on hikes and picnics and generally had a great deal of fun, of course all this without any of us 

even thinking about consuming alcohol.  

This photo shows the group in Fancy Dress. You can see Jean Hutley in a school uniform, [3rd row 4th 

from right], and Fred Hutley in the back row, 3rd from the right. That was before Jean and Fred were 

married of course. I am last on the right at the back. My brother Peter was too young to take part!  At 

the time, the congregation at St Nicolas was so large we had the Rector Fr Lobb and also an assistant 

priest Fr Puntis who was young and fun, played the guitar and looked after us. His first sermon likened 

Christianity to making a cake, adding all the different ingredients, mixing them up and then baking it 

and giving the cake to the children who came to Sunday School. 

I was a very religious girl at the time, going to early morning Mass, the 11am service 

and Sunday School at 3pm in the afternoons held in the church hall. Then I went to 

university, discovered Karl Marx and became a Communist for 3 years!  

and it’s a goodbye from Tim! 

As Frank Sinatra sang. ”And now, the end is near and so I faced 

my final...service”.   

I’ve been so fortunate to have worked as Director of Music at St 

Nicolas. I have many happy and fond memories to take away and 

it’s been wonderful to be such a part of the ‘family’ of the church. 

I’d like to thank everyone for being so supportive and especially 

Father Andrew, Cath, Jana and the churchwardens. The choir 

have been great and I’d like to thank them for all their wonderful 

singing during my time here. 

I know you are in great hands when I leave-literally. Rick 

Erickson is a fantastic organist and I wish him and the choir every 

success.  

I shall certainly miss you all and will keep in touch. Do look me up 

if you make it over to Vancouver at all! Keep in touch!   

Tim Woodford 

Rory Fenner  The sky in September 



Hildegard's convent elected her as Superior in 1136; she founded the 

monasteries of Rupertsberg in 1150 and Eibingen in 1165. She wrote 

theological, botanical and medicinal texts, as well as letters, hymns, 

antiphons and poems while supervising the illumination of her first 

manuscript, Scivias. There are more surviving chants by Hildegard than by 

any other composer from the entire Middle Ages and one of her works, 

the Ordo Virtutum, is an early example of a morality play. She is also not 
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I first encountered Hildegard on the banks of the 

Rhine at Bingen near her monastery which can be 

visited to this day. Like so many saints, these were 

ordinary people with extraordinary vision, called out to 

enlighten and inspire us, often met haphazard as we 

go on our way. 

More about Incense… 

Editor’s note 

About our Church “What’s on your mind” 

As always, this column is for you, the readers, to write. The more different “voices,” the better, so 

many thanks to all who have contributed so far. Please email or telephone your material to: 

janagp@btinternet.com, mob.07970 934325 or give to me at church. Jana 

Fr.Nick Edwards   Unexpected meetings by the wayside.  

My favourite saints are remembered in September, St Ninian on the 16th 

and Hildegard of Bingen on the 17th.  
 

Very little is known about Ninian. The earliest mention is in a short passage 

of The Ecclesiastical History of the English People by the Northumbrian 

monk Bede in c.731 and a Life of Saint Ninian which was written around 

1160 by Ailred of Rievaulx, Tradition holds that Ninian was a Briton who 

had studied in Rome, that he established an episcopal see at the Candida 

Casa- White House in Whithorn, named the see for Saint Martin of Tours, 

converted the southern Picts to Christianity and that he died in 432 and is 

buried at Whithorn.  

There is little historical evidence other than the remains of a later church at 

Whithorn in Dumfries and Galloway and the long tradition of it being a 

major centre for pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. 

I discovered all of this quite by accident whilst on holiday in the area. The 

interesting thing is that Ninian’s ministry predates that of Columba at Iona 

by 100 years. 
 

By contrast, we know an enormous amount about Hildegard of Bingen, a 

German Benedictine abbess and an extraordinarily gifted woman, who was 

a writer, composer, philosopher, mystic and visionary during the High 

Editor’s note  Incense, the full picture.  

It has been pointed out in the kindest possible way, that 

last month’s photographs of thuribles omitted the “boat” 

which holds the incense and from which the thurible is 

replenished during the service. Indeed churches 

sometimes have a “Boat boy” who holds the boat on 

hand for the thurifer.  

also noted for the invention 

of a language known 

as Lingua Ignota. Hildegard 

is one of only four women 

so far recognised as 

Doctors of the Church and 

at the same time was very 

outspoken; along with her 

community she was put 

under an interdict in the last 

year of her life and denied 

the Eucharist  and music. 
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Middle Ages. She is one of the best-known composers of sacred melody in Gregorian chant and is 

considered by many to be the founder of scientific natural history in Germany. 



The Bell Tower will also be open and our Tower Captain is organising tours up to 

the ringing chamber – count the steps! – at  10:30 and 11:30. Please book via the 

parish office.   

Some of our beautiful vestments will be on display and the children’s trail will be 

available. 

Refreshments of homemade cakes and drinks will be available throughout in the 

church. We will open from 10am to 4:30pm and hope that you will invite your 

friends along to appreciate the beauty of our building. 

The full list of attractions open in Guildford is on the Heritage Open Day website 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting/printable-area-lists/laa/Guildford 
Can be ordered direct from the author: 

https://www.tonyearnshaw.co.uk/product/paths-and-digressions/ 
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Photo of St Nicolas’ Bell tower adapted from the website of  

Guildford Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers 

Sally Lowe  New book recommendation 

Tony Earnshaw is a novelist, poet, librettist and playwright 

whose novel Blessed Assurance was published in 2019 and 

whose plays have been staged around the UK and off 

Broadway. 

He’s heavily involved in Zoom theatre and in large scale 

community theatre projects, as well as Mole Valley Poets, Mole 

Valley Scriptwriters, Bristol based Arts company Terrestrial, 

and theatre company Damn Cheek Productions CIC.  In his 

spare time he plays sax with the Greensand Band and sings 

with Brockham Choral. 

This is a lovely collection of poetry divided into seven sections, 

each one asking “What’s it all about?” The reader is taken on a 

journey through life, love, religion, politics, and ultimately 

humanity. Even Covid-19 gets a mention. Lovers of the Surrey 

Hills will find particular enjoyment in references to local areas 

including Newlands Corner and Leith Hill. 

Grace Beckett  

Painting Music This 

picture is about music 

and angels and where do 

they all come from, which 

is why I have called it 

Ponder Anew from the 

musician's psalm 150 and 

the hymn which goes on, 

“What the Almighty can 

do, Who with his love 

doth befriend thee.”  I feel 

a relationship with the 

Almighty or the Divine is 

essential when just now 

people might feel very 

alone.  
  

The figures are 

performing a dectet which 

was rehearsed for the first 

time at Sherborne 

Summer School of Music 
Cath Anderson  Heritage Open Day Saturday 18th September 

Along with many sites around Guildford, and indeed the country,  

St Nicolas are opening the doors to welcome visitors to the church 

and the Loseley Chapel as part of Heritage Open Days. 

“Ponder Anew” 

“What’s on your mind” 

Jana Phillips  Surrey Drug and Alcohol Care receive Lieutenancy Award  St Nicolas have 

supported Surrey Drug and Alcohol Care as one of its Good Causes for the past three years.   

On 11 August, His Honour Judge Robert Fraser DL presented an award to the charity to recognize 

their outstanding support to the community by keeping their service going 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week during the challenges of the Covid pandemic.  
 

SDAC provides counselling to those who seek support with alcohol, drug and associated mental 

health problems. That includes not just those struggling with addiction but their families as well.  

Whilst telephone counselling sessions were well placed to meet the social distancing restrictions 

imposed over the last 18 months, continuing to maintain the service in the face of all the difficulties 

shows the strength of commitment by both counsellors and volunteers to their cause, each other and 

every person who needs help. 

The award was on behalf of the Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey, Michael More-Molyneux. Judge Fraser 

commented on how alcohol and drug use lies at the root of so many of the cases he sees in court.  

The Rt. Rev. Andrew Watson, Bishop of Guildford has recently become a Vice Patron of the charity. 

Pictured  Judge Fraser with Wendy Coad, SDAC Chair 

Cath Anderson  Heritage Open Day Saturday 18th September 

Along with many sites around Guildford, and indeed the country, St 

Nicolas are opening the doors to welcome visitors to the church and 

the Loseley Chapel as part of Heritage Open Days. 

The Bell Tower will also be open and our Tower Captain is organising 
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Image showing how the eclipse will appear from Guildford, taken from www.timeanddate.com 
   

Veronica Wood  

Has just experienced 

Moving House 

@veronicawoodillustrations 

If you can tick all of these, then he or she 

is obviously a blood relative of our dog. 

The irony is that he has a Certificate of 

Achievement from our recent trips to 

obedience classes with the Dogs Trust, 

saying that he has graduated! 

Gill Williams  Memories of the Islamic Revolution 

When the Islamic revolution leading to the fall of the Shah of Iran started in 

1978, my husband, myself and our two small boys had been in Tehran for eight 

happy years. My husband worked for N.C.R. and I taught in the Ashraf Pahlavi 

School, opened by Princess Ashraf, the Shah’s twin sister.  

Foreigners started to leave. My husband and boys got exit visas but I could not, 

as in my passport, by the work permit, was the name of the Persian Royal 

family. Sir Anthony Parsons, the  British Ambassador, telephoned in December 

Photo by  

Cathy Goodwin 

Dogs and other interests… 

Image from Pixabay 
Fr Nick Edwards  Sainted Dog Days 

Our latest addition to the family joins a long line of faithful friends 

who have shared our lives over the past 40 years including 

Mackinnon, Dougal and Dillon, all Springers, Tim the Wonder Dog, 

William the Dalmation – say no more, and Gus.  

It is a long time since we had a puppy and we had forgotten just how 

challenging it can be, notwithstanding the character of the dog, 

purchased in ‘Barking’ well we must be… but we love him. Perhaps 

we should begin with a box ticking exercise. Does your dog: 

 Eat the carpet underlay 

 Chew the furniture 

 Steal things 

 Take anything and everything into the garden 

 Run round the garden like a lunatic 

 Bark incessantly 

 Lavish unwanted attention on the cat 

Liam Rowlings  Pixie We have recently rehomed a dog and here 

are some of the things our new dog loves to do. 

“Hello, my name is Pixie. I’m a greyhound and will be nearly 4 

years old. I live with Liam and Holly who look after me very well. I 

love to spend time with them, especially going on long walks when 

I get to meet other dogs. I have settled in well and hope to come to 

church one Sunday with Liam to say hello. I really like lots of fuss 

and attention, so please say hello.” With her head just above table 

height, Pixie is well adapted, stealthy and swift at finding food at 

home, so it keeps us on our toes… Of course, there are things she 

doesn’t want to do, see below! 

Book recommendation: 

  

Death, where is your sting?  -  Dying and death 

examined 

by Robert Reiss (pub. by Christian Alternative 

Books, 2021) 

  

The author investigates ancient beliefs and 

philosophies, Christianity prior to the 20th century 

and since 1900, understandings of Jesus’ 

Resurrection, developments in neuroscience, and 

secular developments including  the possible 

decriminalisation of assisted dying.  This former 

Archdeacon of Surrey is thorough in his research 

and deeply thoughtful in his conclusions, grasping 

the nettle of a difficult and sensitive topic.  I found it 

a challenging read which has helped move my 

thinking on.  

  

Sally Lowe 

From the West Sussex Geological Society  Lockdown.   Sitting on the couch, my husband sweetly 

whispered, ”The best part about all of this is that I get to spend more time with you.”  As I looked over 

at him lovingly, I realised he was talking to our dog. 

Tuesday Group Tuesday Group members continue to keep in touch through our 

weekly Newsletter.  We are sad to learn of the death of our member Roy 

Wake.  We will miss him, and remember his friendly smile, smart appearance, and 

wonderful collection of bow ties! The Group’s deepest sympathy is with Julia. 

Topics shared recently have been our ideas about  Tiles,  A Town I Like, Circles, 

and Magpies. Both tiles and circles can be found in many different places, 

including our own Church. Tiles can also be pieces in games, and circles can 

appear as symbols of wholeness and completion. Magpies feature in literature 

and music, emphasising their characteristics as well as their appearance. 

Thoughts about the towns we like could bring others some ideas for future holiday 

destinations. 

In the meantime, it is good to do what we can to enjoy this Summer, and link up 

with our friends from St Nicolas’s Tuesday Group. Hilary Fletcher 



St. Nicolas, Guildford. Newsletter editors:  

Fr Neil Roberts & Jana Phillips  

Contact: St Nicolas Parish office, Bury St,  

Guildford GU2 4AW  tel 01483 564 526 

parishoffice@saintnics.com 

saintnics.com 

Content to janagp@btinternet.com 
 

 

   8 

  
 

Kid’s Summer Holiday Club - What a difference a year makes!  

It was such a joy to run this year’s kids summer holiday club in person at  

Guildford URC. The previous year we run the whole of holiday club on-line,  

which was fantastic!  

Nevertheless, the joys of running something in person is the atmosphere.  

This year, we were Nature Explorers, caring for God’s amazing world. The children were given 

the chance to meet and hold reptiles, play games, make crafts, and learn more about bees. The 

children loved seeing and holding the reptiles, we had positive reviews from many grown-ups 

saying how much their children enjoyed it!  
  

We focused on a different word everyday, including WoW, Wondering, Looking, Caring and 

Playing around across the 5-day holiday club.  
  

We visited St Nicolas Church on Wednesday to ‘Look’ around inside of church at the different 

animals on the windows, floor, walls etc. On the last day, we invited the children’s families to join 

us for 1hr of family fun with bouncy castle, bacon butties and a time all together to show what the 

children have been doing. 
  

A huge thank you to all those who helped to make this year’s holiday club happen! I really do 

appreciate your time and effort to provide a welcoming, fun and inclusive holiday club for our local 

community, so thank you all, Liam 

Liam Rowlings, Children & Families Worker for 

URC & St Nicolas church  Tel: 07903 028 299 

Coming up… and Children & Families 

Meetings with the Archbishop of 

Canterbury to ask questions. 
Guildford G Live Sat 25 September 10:00 

Dorking Halls Sat 25 September 11:45 

Woking FC Sun 26 September 15:30 

For more venues and to book a free place go to 

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/whats-

on/events/big-questions 
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What a difference a year makes! 

Linda Barnes Modern Art What fun 

we had recently, visiting Tate Modern, 

where we were invited by UNIQLO 

Tate Play to draw on the Turbine Hall 

floor. My grandsons Benji and Oliver 

enjoyed themselves immensely. 

Pictured is one of their contributions. It 

was hard to find space and some 

rubbing out or others’ efforts took 

place! 


