
 

Wayne and I have created a four week course for Advent based around the 

Common Worship themes of Patriarchs, Prophets, John the Baptist and Mary. 

Every Wednesday we meet at 1230 for a soup lunch and then a bible study - 

you would be welcome to join us if you can.  This is another of  those important 

links between the GURC and the Parish Church - such an important aspect of 

ministry. Fr Neil 
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I have felt so guilty - after an interregnum for the new Incumbent to be away from the church for ten 

days was suboptimal! It has been no retreat, let me tell you, but it has sharpened my focus on 

priorities - the priorities we identified at PCC and at our Away Day: work with our school and 

enhancing our Catholic worship with the beauty of music and these two remain forefront and with the 

enhancement of our choir with our Choral Foundation alongside our volunteer singers we are able to 

experience worship which will touch so many hearts. Do have a read about the Choir further down to 

see the CVs of our considerably impressive Foundation and new Director of Music, Rick. This 

information is also available in the Choir Booklet. 
 

 

 
 

moving from their school desks to the pews - that is neither going to happen nor what our mission is - 

but rather affording the children and their families an experience of church in Messy Church together 

with our partners at GURC, a Junior Church provision for those who seek that on a Sunday and Cafe 

Play for our younger families. On Advent Sunday we launch the invitation to Junior Church and we 

shall see what will happen - it won’t be magic, it won’t be instant and the children may or may not 

come - but the invitation and the provision are key and that is our responsibility together, not only the 

Rector’s - as we offer hospitality and welcome as I know we will. The truth is, that Sundays are, 

sadly, possibly not the best day for church - and certainly not Sunday mornings, so we will see…..! 

Key to this work will be providing teaching opportunities and I have worked with Liam to work out 

what we will be offering. We could also do with two more folk to help lead the provision … the 

materials are pre-prepared and it is a case of opening up the questions with the children - could that 

be you? Do prayerfully consider if you might like to offer a Sunday once every six weeks….. it will be 

fun! Photo by Lukas from Pexels 

  
  
  

From the Rector’s Study  
The phrase, ‘From the Rector’s Study’ has not meant quite what it did this month as 

I found myself in enforced isolation in the Rectory for ten days following a positive 

diagnosis from a Covid test. I have done almost everything from the Rector’s Study! 

It has slowed my pace for ten days - the Wardens will certainly have noticed fewer 

emails(!) - and it has meant that I have had time to reflect upon what ‘had’ to be 

done and what was simply a case of me ‘wanting to do x’. 

continued on next page 

Our CofE Infants’ School and Junior Church 

It has also been a joy to spend a term in our CofE Infants’ School. Their role and 

importance is a gift to God’s mission in this place. It is not a sense of them simply  

Narthex   

I am also excited to have the support of the PCC and 

Wardens to re-imagine the Narthex as a welcome space 

which our School can feel instantly familiar with and can see 

their prayer tree (from their week of prayers written in school), 

see faces they know - of me and our Headteacher, Emma, 

and the supply of Happy Bags which contain activities for the 

smaller children. These are tried and tested ventures from my 

experience and we shall see what God does as we lay out 

our fleece (Judges 6) - it requires prayer, lots of prayer. 
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Advent course 

https://www.pexels.com/@goumbik?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


 

W 1 December 930 MP 12 Mass and Advent Group 

Th 2 930 MP  

F 3 930 MP 11 Mass 

Sa 4 4pm Messy Church at GURC  

Su 5 Advent II 830 Prayer Book Mass 1030 United Service at GURC 

 

T 7 930MP 12 Mass 

W 8 930 MP 12 Mass and Advent Group 

Th 9 930 MP 11 Mass 

F 10 930 MP 11 Mass 

Su 12 Advent III Gaudete 830 Prayer Book Mass  

   10 Mass 

 

T 14 930 MP 12 Mass 

W 15 930 MP 12 Mass and Advent Group 

Th 16 930 MP 1pm Carols for Busy People 

F 17 930 School Y2 Carol Service  

   11 Mass 

Su 19 Advent IV 830 Prayer Book Mass  

   10 Mass 

   6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons &  

     Carols 

T 21  930 MP 12 Mass 

W 22 930 MP 12 Mass 

Th 23 930 MP  

F 24 Christmas Eve 930 MP  

   3pm Christingle,  

   5pm Christingle 

   11.30pm Midnight Mass 

 

Sa 25 Christmas Day 10 Mass  

Su 26 Christmas I 10 Mass  

Su 2 January Christmas II 10 Mass 

 

Catherine Ferguson  Incense 

“Ugh incense!” Occasionally one hears 

disparaging remarks as if incense were a strange 

affectation on the part of St Nicolas’, with 

implications that it is somehow not proper Church 

of England (aka Anglican) practice. Hopefully, this 

article will encourage understanding. 

What is incense? Incense is small, hardened balls of resin, typically from the frankincense tree 

(Boswellia sacra) indigenous to the Far East and Middle East. Sometimes the resin might be ground 

into powder and mixed with perfumed oils. When placed on hot discs of charcoal, clouds of fragrant 

smoke arise. The charcoal sits in an incense-burner known as a thurible, swung to release the 

smoke by a server called the thurifer. The incense is carried in a boat, so called by its shape. At St 

Nicolas’, we change the fragrance of incense according to the liturgical year, usually the choice of 

the Rector, but during this interregnum I, as Head Server, have enjoyed making the selection, some 

of which was donated by Mother Kathryn, some of which I obtained from the Shrine Shop in 

Walsingham, and some was made at Alton Abbey which has special significance for our new Rector, 

Father Neil. I chose that for Easter Day 2021, the day his appointment was announced 

Why is incense used?  For thousands of years incense has been used for domestic and religious 

purposes in those parts of the world where the resinous trees are indigenous. It was important in 

ancient Egypt, Babylonia, Rome and Greece and thereafter in all the major religions of the world: 

Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Shinto and Christianity, where it forms a key part of sacred 

practice: ‘in every place incense shall be offered unto My Name’ (Malachi ch. 1 v. 1). In Judaism at 

the time of Christ, it might also be burnt at communal meals on special occasions (and so very likely 

at the Last Supper) where it was used to perfume the air. Indeed, the word ‘perfume’ comes from the 

French ‘par fume’ meaning ‘through smoke’ . 

In Christian worship, though never dictated liturgically, incense was always particularly associated 

with reverence, honour and blessing. This is exactly how we use it in St Nicolas’ today. The thurifer 

leads the procession into the sanctuary where the priest censes the altar in an act of reverence and 

honour. Likewise, the gospel book is censed before the reading because it is God’s word, and the 

bread and wine are censed before and during consecration because God becomes present there. 

The Priest is censed by the thurifer before performing the act of consecration; and the people are 

censed before participating in the Eucharist. When I am thurifer, the act of censing the people 

(acknowledged by bows before and after) is a very powerful moment for me, for it signifies that the 

imminent presence of God coming amongst us.  

Watch carefully and you will see when the thurifer varies the number of ‘swings’ according to who or 

what is being censed and when. 

Was incense abolished in England at the Reformation?  No. The use of incense was never 

excluded by law from Anglican ritual. Incense was not mentioned in any of the Reformation Acts of 

Parliament, Injunctions and Articles of Faith establishing the Church of England’s form and liturgical 

practice, or in the Book of Common Prayer. Nor was it abolished or even complained about by the 

puritans of the 17th century.  
  

 

. 
The silver and brass thuribles used at St Nicolas’ 

Harvest Sunday: Crumblefest 

Harvest Sunday (24 October) Mass will be followed by “Crumblefest” - an opportunity to gather 

informally and share a crumble - the fruits of the Harvest. This is a really good opportunity to show off 

your crumble making skills to bring and share and whilst is not quite the same as a Dedication 

Festival feast, owing to COVID, this will ensure we are being as careful as possible whilst sharing 

some food - without the sit down, crowded and rather less well ventilated space of a formal meal… 

School service now only be 
17th December - the 
second date - and not the 
7th. The 17 will be whole 
school.  
N  
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and inspiring it. The choir warmly welcomes additional members. Previous choral singing 

experience and the ability to read music is helpful, but not necessary. The choral literature varies 

from plainsong and the Renaissance to oratorio choruses and 21st Century compositions, 

accompanied and unaccompanied, unison to four and more parts. In addition to leading the 

congregation in hymns and service music, typically two anthems are sung at each service, as well 

as frequently choir-only settings of the Mass.  

The Choral Foundation Singers strengthen and enhance the full choir, but also sing as a smaller 

ensemble for some music. 
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Mezzo-soprano Kate Lowe recently graduated from the Royal Academy 

of Music with an MA (Distinction) in Vocal Performance. There she 

received commendations in two Academy competitions and sang in 

productions of Britten. Handel, and Donizetti. Alongside her studies at 

RAM, Kate was a regular singer with the Philharmonia Chorus Student 

Scheme and at St Mary the Boltons Church. Prior to conservatoire, Kate 

studied Education with English (BA) at St John’s College at Cambridge 

University. More recently Kate was an Alto Lay Clerk at Guildford 

Cathedral, and throughout this last summer toured with the National 

Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company. Kate is delighted to be one of the 

Foundation Singers here at St Nicolas Church!  
Christian White, Baritone, was educated at Keble College, Oxford and at the College of Law, 

Chester. He was taught piano and organ at Wells Cathedral School and at Cardiff University before 

going on to sing as a Bass Lay Clerk at Chester Cathedral. Christian has been Director of Music for 

a number of choirs including the Chester Music Society Junior Choir and the choir at St Michael's in 

Basingstoke. He has a wide experience as repetiteur most recently playing for the Aldeburgh Music 

Club and in performances at Snape Maltings. He currently lives in Long Sutton and teaches at Lord 

Wandsworth College. 

. 
The silver and brass thuribles used at St Nicolas’ 

Cole Bendall is Tenor Foundation Singer at St Nic’s. He is an ensemble 

singer regularly depping with professional choirs in London, the South 

East and his native Edinburgh including Guildford Cathedral, Blossom 

Street and the Kellie Consort. Elsewhere in his professional life, he is a 

freelance choral conductor working with, among others, the Reid Consort, 

Brockham Choral Society, Surrey County Youth Choir, Kingston Youth 

Choir, Ark Music and professional choirs overseas including 

Rundfunkchor Berlin and Devlet Çoksesli Korosu. Cole is also a PhD 

student at Edinburgh.  

 

Thank you all so much for all the love,  

prayers and support during the time of 

Roy’s gradual departure.  

I really could not have managed without this.  

 

 

Soprano Alicia Pettit was trained as a chorister at Guildford Cathedral 

where she served for two years as Head Chorister. Prior to taking up her 

Foundation Singer position at St Nicolas, she was a Choral Scholar at St 

Marys Catholic Cathedral, Edinburgh. She continues to sing as a member 

of University of London Chamber Choir, the Reid Consort, the BBC 

Symphony Chorus and as a Deputy Lay Clerk at Guildford Cathedral. She 

is completing a degree in Classics at University College London and is 

mother to a grumpy ginger tabby cat, Tiger. Alicia is the fiancé of tenor Cole 

Bendall. 

St Nic’s Guildford is fortunate to maintain a rich choral tradition, leading and 

enriching the worship. The choir is comprised of enthusiastic and dedicated 

members from the community and a Choral Foundation of professional 

musicians. All play an important part of offering to God the gift of song in 

beautiful and diverse choral music, both on behalf of the worshiping community    

Continued… 
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Christian White, Baritone, was educated at Keble College, Oxford and 

at the College of Law, Chester. He was taught piano and organ at Wells 

Cathedral School and at Cardiff University before going on to sing as a 

Bass Lay Clerk at Chester Cathedral. Christian has been Director of 
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Caroline Coleman Calling St Nic’s Flower Arrangers Please reserve the 

morning of Saturday 23 December for this year’s Christmas flowers. If you 

can, bring secateurs, all else will be provided and both fun, coffee and  mince 

pies will abound to start the festive weekend. Beginners welcome! Email me 

on towerview@btinternet.com or contact the Parish office if you would like to 

take part. 

Having studied in Chicago, he holds post-graduate degrees in church music and in theology, and 

under the mentoring of Sir David Willcocks undertook further studies at Cambridge. In addition to 

private teaching and composing he directs the Guildford Diocese Mothers’ Union choir. 

. 
The silver and brass thuribles used at St Nicolas’ 

Music at St Nic’s. Regularly throughout the year Choral Evensong is offered, preceded by a “come 

and sing” or “scratch/pop-up” rehearsal, encouraging choristers from other choirs and choir-less 

churches in the area to join forces with our own. For some Red-Letter days a Festival Choir 

augments the regular choir. These provide an opportunity for those who can only sing every once-in-

a-while or who would like to try out the choir for the first time. Additionally brass, winds, strings and 

percussion and keyboard instruments and chamber ensembles are used to help us celebrate God’s 

gift of music in worship. An important part of the Ministry of St Nic’s to the community is outreach. 

Weekly numerous area choirs use St Nic’s as a rehearsal venue and others use the church for 

performances. “If we consider and ask ourselves what sort of music we should wish to hear on 

entering a church we should surely, in describing our ideal, say first of all that it must be something 

different from what is heard elsewhere; that it should be a sacred music, devoted to its purpose, a 

music whose peace would still passion, whose dignity should strengthen our faith, whose 

unquestioned beauty should find a home in our hearts, to cheer us in life and death; a music worthy 

of the fair temples in which we meet and of the holy words of our liturgy; a music whose expression 

of the mystery of things unseen never allowed any trifling motive to  

ruffle the sanctity of its reserve. What power for good such a music would have!”  

– Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, Poet Laureate. 

Rick Erickson, Organist and Director of Music, 

was appointed Director of Music and Organist at St 

Nicolas in 2021. He has the joy of working with the 

Choir and is responsible for leading and 

coordinating the music program as an effective and 

significant part of this overall ministry. He formerly 

served as Organist and Choirmaster at several 

prestigious congregations, including All Saints 

Woodham, Holy Trinity Royal Garrison Church in 

Windsor, and Christ Church Winnetka, and was 

head of music and organist at Illinois College in the 

States.  

States 



Motorway Music 
  

At last, in spite of everything, 

The moment does arrive. 

This year it was on Christmas Eve, 

Teatime, M25, 
  

When I switched on the radio 

And heard “Nowell, Nowell”, 

And had to join in, singing for 

The King of Israel. 
  

Along with half the choirs on earth 

And all the choirs of Heaven, 

As I drove through the pouring rain, 

Approaching Junction 7. 
  

And then my passenger woke up 

And came in with his bass. 

I wanted to see happiness 

Like ours on every face 
  

In every car.  The traffic slowed, 

The queue went on and on. 

The sound of trumpets introduced 

Another Christmas song. 
  

Who cares about a traffic jam 

While herald angels sing? 

Each year the moment does arrive, 

In spite of everything. 
  

  

Wendy Cope, contributed by Sally Lowe 
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Poems for Christmas 

Peter Oldroyd   St Nicolas’ Church Rectories  

Editor’s note 

Peter Oldroyd  St Nicolas’ Church Rectories   

Have you ever wondered how many rectories there have been at 

St.Nicolas’? Well, during lockdown, and with nothing much else 

to do, I decided to do a little research. So with the help of Fr. 

Brian Taylors’s excellent publication ‘The Lower Church’ (A 

History of St. Nicolas’ Guildford) I’ve been able to identify the 

following timeline of residences.  

What the Donkey Saw 

No room in the inn, of course, 

And not that much in the stable 

What with the shepherds, Magi, Mary, 

Joseph, the heavenly host – 

Not to mention the baby 

Using our manger as a cot. 

You couldn’t have squeezed another cherub in 

For love or money. 

Still, in spite of the overcrowding, 

I did my best to make them feel wanted. 

I could see the baby and I 

Would be going places together. 
 

U.A.Fanthorpe, contributed by Jenny Austin 

 

1920 - 1924 

1838 - 1920 

“What’s on your mind” 

As always, this column is for you, the readers, to write. The more different “voices,” the better, so 

many thanks to all who have contributed so far. Please email or telephone your material to: 

janagp@btinternet.com, mob.07970 934325 or give to me at church. Jana 
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Christmas 

Christmas is coming and is very near 

The bells are ringing, the Angels give a 

cheer. 

Jesus is born on this Holy night 

He is our Lord, the one tree light. 

He comes to give us truth from above,  

All the power of Heaven and Earth in 

His Love. 

The stars are twinkling in the sky 

Where our Lord so Dear in the hay doth 

lie.  
 

Elizabeth Hooper 

 

Putting up the Cards 

It began with a baby 

And a weary pair in a shed, 

An ox was there, a donkey; 

A few shepherds turned up, and later 

Some foreign gents. 

  

All this was long ago.  Now 

There’s a cast of thousands: kings, 

Monks, angels, snowmen, Santa Claus, 

Tobogganing kids; and reindeer. 

There are crowds at the timbered inn, and 

Stage-coaches jam-packed. 

  

These days animals are mostly 

The cuddly sort.  But foxes are there, 

And penguins; even one or two elephants; 

Armies of robins, and quite a few doves. 

  

There’s a roaring log-fire inside; 

It’s hot, and lit by candles.  Tinsel, copper, 

Cosy arm-chairs, holly, parcels, 

And food, food, food. 

  

And a weary pair under a duvet 

In the doorway of Tesco’s. 

  

R.V. Bailey, contributed by Sally Lowe 



After eighteen months of limited social interaction, and particularly the starvation of singing together, 

the Surrey Hills Singers have subconsciously been drawn to three beautiful songs of light and hope 

as we continue to look for a pathway out of the darkness into the light.  These songs are perfect for 

the current sentiment, offering gentle optimism: “Where the light begins” by Susan LaBarr published 

in 2020;  “Lux Aeterna” by Sarah Quartel and “Run” by Snow Patrol.  The Singers will also sing some 

Christmas classics to put you in the festive mood:  “Silent Night”, “Ding Dong Merrily on High” and 

“Mary did you know”. 

Still buzzing from their successful outdoor summer concert, as well as their international silver medal 

with gold diploma mark at the Virtual International Leonardo di Vinci Choral Competition in Florence 

this year for their video “Words” by Anders Endenroth, produced by Graham and Toby Webb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyugOuzfsvU, the Chamber Choir are looking forward to 

their first indoor performance since March 2019.  Christmas is particularly special this year, so we 

have focused on many familiar carols to enhance your celebration of the festive season.  Carols 

include “In dulci jubilo”, “Adam lay y bounden”, “Here is the little door”, “The Angel Gabriel”, 

“Coventry Carol”, “Psallite unigenito” by Praetorius, “O Magnum Mysterium” by Poulenc and many 

more.   

The Chamber Choir will start the performance with the title song of the concert “O nata lux”  (Born of 

Light) by American composer Morten Lauridsen.  A most atmospheric song that sets a 10th century 

hymn that speaks of Christ as ‘light born of light, redeemer of the world’. 
  

Tickets are £14 for Adults and £5 for children and will become available on our website 

www.surreyhills-choirs.co.uk nearer to the performance date to allow time for any changes in 

Government restrictions.  We are conscious of the need for Covid safety and will update the website 

with our exact precautions nearer the time.  In the meantime we would ask you book your group 

tickets in one transaction for the option of bubbled seating  
  

As of writing today, we hope to include refreshments and programmes as normal, but this is subject 

to Government restrictions at the time. 

Ian Macpherson  I greatly enjoyed the note by Dr 

Catherine Ferguson on the use of incense. More 

particularly because my wife, despite all, thinks she can 

smell  incense coming out of the TV when she watches 

the 10:00 Eucharist. 
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John Varney   

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, 

for to sing; the birth of, this our heavenly king? 

Awake the voice ! Awake the string: Heart, ear 

and eye and everything, Awake!  We see him 

come and know him ours, who with his 

sunshine and his showers turns the patient 

ground to flowers. Dark and dull night, fly hence 

away, and give the honour to this day that sees 

December turned to May, if we may ask the 

reason say: 

The darling of the world is come, and fit it is we 

find a room to welcome him. The nobler part of 

all the house here is the heart:  Which we will 

give him, and bequeath this holly and this ivy 

wreath, to do him honour who’s our King, and 

Lord of all this revelling. 
From a poem by Dora Greenwell.                  

More about Incense… 

Editor’s note 

More about Incense… 

More about Incense There have been responses and  

Image by Pexels from Pixabay 

Cath Anderson As part of our commitment to the environment, we are creating a recycling hub in 

the narthex at the back of church and encourage you to make good use of it and spread the word! 

We have for a long time collected milk bottle tops and there will be a new recycling bin for those.  

These are processed into fine grade chips so that they can be reformed into new plastic products 

and the money paid by the recycler goes to the London Air Ambulance Appeal. 

Pringles®  tubes are notoriously difficult to recycle but we are now able to collect them.  They are 

crushed and separated into their different components.  The plastic lids are pelletized and the steel 

base is smelted.  The cardboard, plastic and aluminium layer parts are separated through pulping 

so that the cardboard fibres can then be used for a new pulp.  The remaining plastic and aluminium 

are pelletized.  All materials can then be used in new products or applications.   

Toothpaste tubes are another item that can’t go in your kerbside recycling, but we can now send 

these off for recycling.  The box provided accepts toothpaste tubes and caps (any brand), plastic 

toothbrushes, plastic toothbrush outer packaging, floss containers and outer packaging (but not the 

floss please!).  There is a full list on the box. 

Watch out for new recycling initiatives coming soon! 

We continue to collect printer ink cartridges and used stamps - we raise money for St Nicolas’ by 

recycling the ink cartridges and for USPG by sending off the stamps. 

And don’t forget, we can refill your washing up liquid and liquid soap containers with eco-friendly 

products at a very reasonable charge.  You will find all these in the narthex soon. 

  

In 2019 I got to  Bude and finished that county's coast. Despite the 

lockdowns I got to Braunton by August last year and covered the 

Dorset coast as far as Weymouth in September although 

frustratingly dreadful weather prevented my going round Portland 

Bill. This year I reached both the southern end of the path at Poole 

and its northern end at Minehead. I had my photo taken at the 

special sculptures at each point. 

On our recent pilgrimages to the Holy Land, Liz and I learnt of the Al 

Ahli hospital which the diocese of Jerusalem runs in the Gaza Strip. 

It provides a vital service in such an impoverished area and they 

struggle to find funds to buy fuel to keep their generators going 

during the frequent power cuts there. I wanted others to benefit from 

my walk and accordingly appealed for sponsorship for them. I am 

delighted to have so far raised £775. 
  

Darrol Radley invites you to Join the Surrey Hills Chamber Choir and their sister choir, the Surrey 

Hills Singers, for a traditional candlelit Christmas concert with many well-known carols and festive 

songs on a theme of light and hope. 

The concert will be held in the large and stunning surroundings of St Nicolas Church, Bury Street, 

Guildford on Sunday 12th December at 8pm. 

https://pixabay.com/users/pexels-2286921/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1852945
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1852945
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Philip Hooper Walking the South West Coast Path   

3.15pm on Saturday 6th November this year will stick in my memory 

for a long time as it was then that I finished the circuit of Portland Bill 

and thus finally completed the whole of the South West Coast Path. 

I started back in 1973 when my father, middle brother and I walked the 

42 miles from Lynton to Braunton near Barnstable. Dad suggested this 

when he heard earlier that year of the establishment of the South 

West Coast Path Association. Had he lived we might have walked a 

lot more of the path together but sadly he died suddenly five months 

later. 

Over the next few decades I covered about 90 miles of the South 

Devon coast till, in May 2017, I decided that, as there was less than 

two years to my 70th birthday, I had better get going seriously. So I 

finished the remaining 56 miles of that coast that year before starting 

the Cornish coast the following one reaching Penzance in October.  

More about Incense… 
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More about Incense… 

More about Incense There have been responses and  

Image by Pexels from Pixabay People ask what section of the path I liked most but it is impossible to say. I have seen so much 

beautiful coastline most of it thankfully still rural. The weather has been really kind to me as of the 45 

days I spent on the walk it was only badly wet on six. In fact hot weather caused the only real 

problem when in July 2018 temperatures in the high 30s caused me to abandon the first part of the 

Cornish coast after three hours. 

What are my plans for the future? Well, I am tempted by Offa's Dyke along the Welsh border but 

would like to have some company on it. Thereafter perhaps the Welsh coast path but who knows. 

Cath Anderson As part of our commitment to the environment, we are creating a recycling hub in 

the narthex at the back of church and encourage you to make good use of it and spread the word! 

We have for a long time collected milk bottle tops and there will be a new recycling bin for those.  

These are processed into fine grade chips so that they can be reformed into new plastic products 

and the money paid by the recycler goes to the London Air Ambulance Appeal. 

Pringles®  tubes are notoriously difficult to recycle but we are now able to collect them.  They are 

crushed and separated into their different components.  The plastic lids are pelletized and the steel 

base is smelted.  The cardboard, plastic and aluminium layer parts are separated through pulping 

so that the cardboard fibres can then be used for a new pulp.  The remaining plastic and aluminium 

are pelletized.  All materials can then be used in new products or applications.   

Toothpaste tubes are another item that can’t go in your kerbside recycling, but we can now send 

these off for recycling.  The box provided accepts toothpaste tubes and caps (any brand), plastic 

toothbrushes, plastic toothbrush outer packaging, floss containers and outer packaging (but not the 

floss please!).  There is a full list on the box. 

Watch out for new recycling initiatives coming soon! 

We continue to collect printer ink cartridges and used stamps - we raise money for St Nicolas’ by 

recycling the ink cartridges and for USPG by sending off the stamps. 

And don’t forget, we can refill your washing up liquid and liquid soap containers with eco-friendly 

products at a very reasonable charge.  You will find all these in the narthex soon. 

  

In 2019 I got to  Bude and finished that county's coast. Despite the 

lockdowns I got to Braunton by August last year and covered the 

Dorset coast as far as Weymouth in September although 

frustratingly dreadful weather prevented my going round Portland 

Bill. This year I reached both the southern end of the path at Poole 

and its northern end at Minehead. I had my photo taken at the 

special sculptures at each point. 

On our recent pilgrimages to the Holy Land, Liz and I learnt of the Al 

Ahli hospital which the diocese of Jerusalem runs in the Gaza Strip. 

It provides a vital service in such an impoverished area and they 

struggle to find funds to buy fuel to keep their generators going 

during the frequent power cuts there. I wanted others to benefit from 

my walk and accordingly appealed for sponsorship for them. I am 

delighted to have so far raised £775. 
  

Reindeer Report 

Chimneys: colder. 

Flightpaths: busier. 

Driver: Christmas (F) 

Still baffled by postcodes. 

Children: more 

And stay up later. 

Presents: heavier. 

Pay: frozen. 

Mission in spite 

Of all this 

Accomplished – 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 
 

Not the Millennium 

Wise Men are busy being computer literate. 

There should be a law against confusing 

Religion with mathematics. 

There was a baby. Born where? 

And when? The sources mention 

Massacres, prophecies, stars; 

They tell a good story, but they don’t agree. 

So we celebrate at the wrong midnight. 

Does it matter? Only (dull) science expects 

An accurate audit. The economy of heaven 

Looks for fiestas and fireworks every day, 

Every day. 

Be realistic, says heaven: 

Expect a miracle. 
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https://pixabay.com/users/pexels-2286921/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1852945
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1852945


Ian Macpherson  I greatly enjoyed the note by Dr 

Catherine Ferguson on the use of incense. More 

particularly because my wife, despite all, thinks she can 

smell  incense coming out of the TV when she watches 

the 10:00 Eucharist. 
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More about Incense… 

Editor’s note 

David Greenwood  Many of you will know that my wife, Frances, died 

this year from metastatic breast cancer. She received wonderful support 

from Macmillan Cancer Care. I have decided to do something to support 

them. 

There are 42 Anglican cathedrals in England. Some are among the 

greatest buildings in the world, others are more modest. But none are 

without interest and charm. I plan to visit them all by the end of 2022 and 

light two candles in each, one for my wife and one for Macmillan. 

I have been to 7 in the last few weeks. 35 to go! I have posted 

photographs of each visit on Facebook and will continue to do so. But I 

will also keep people informed of my progress in other ways, including 

occasional updates in the Newsletter. Here are a selection of my pictures. 
 

I hope you might wish to sponsor me. 

Macmillan gives people with cancer everything they've got. If you’re 

diagnosed, your worries are their worries. They do whatever it takes.  

But without your help they can’t support everyone who needs them.  

Please support their work through sponsoring my travels to all our great       

cathedrals. You can donate online via the link  

 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/42cathedrals 

                        Or you can pay me direct – cheques payable to  

                        David Greenwood – and I will pay into the fund on your                                                                                                                    

 behalf. Thank you in advance, David 

Ian Macpherson  I greatly enjoyed the note by Dr Catherine Ferguson on the use 

of incense. More particularly because my wife, despite all, thinks she can smell 

incense coming out of the TV when she watches the 10:00 Eucharist. 

Cath Anderson As part of our commitment to the environment, we are creating a recycling hub in 

the narthex at the back of church and encourage you to make good use of it and spread the word! 

We have for a long time collected milk bottle tops and there will be a new recycling bin for those.  

These are processed into fine grade chips so that they can be reformed into new plastic products 

and the money paid by the recycler goes to the London Air Ambulance Appeal. 

Pringles®  tubes are notoriously difficult to recycle but we are now able to collect them.  They are 

crushed and separated into their different components.  The plastic lids are pelletized and the steel 

base is smelted.  The cardboard, plastic and aluminium layer parts are separated through pulping 

so that the cardboard fibres can then be used for a new pulp.  The remaining plastic and aluminium 

are pelletized.  All materials can then be used in new products or applications.   

Toothpaste tubes are another item that can’t go in your kerbside recycling, but we can now send 

these off for recycling.  The box provided accepts toothpaste tubes and caps (any brand), plastic 

toothbrushes, plastic toothbrush outer packaging, floss containers and outer packaging (but not the 

floss please!).  There is a full list on the box. 

Watch out for new recycling initiatives coming soon! 

We continue to collect printer ink cartridges and used stamps - we raise money for St Nicolas’ by 

recycling the ink cartridges and for USPG by sending off the stamps. 

And don’t forget, we can refill your washing up liquid and liquid soap containers with eco-friendly 

products at a very reasonable charge.  You will find all these in the narthex soon. 

  

2021, winter passed, spring came, summer was hot, autumn soon arrived and now we are about to 

enter winter again. How quickly this challenging year has passed by. 

My twice weekly sessions on Wednesday and Sunday mornings from January have eaten up the 

weeks, helping the Community by being a volunteer. My shifts have seen meeting and greeting 

people attending for vaccinations phased throughout 2021, with attendee ages ranging from 18- 95. 

Having completed first and second doses, the pharmacy has recently started giving booster jabs to 

the over 70’s and vulnerable.  

This changes each week with the 

latest Government guidelines, we 

never quite know what to expect 

until arriving for duty. 

From early November, two persons 

are often being inoculated by 

appointment every 5 minutes from 

8:30 am to about 6:0 pm. A grand 

total of over 31,500 doses have 

been administered at Direct 

Pharmacy to date which is an 

excellent effort by the pharmacists 

who work shifts seven days a week 

for the wellbeing of the community.  

volunteer. My shifts have seen meeting and greeting people attending for vaccinations phased 

throughout 2021, with attendee ages ranging from 18- 95. Having completed first and second doses, 

the pharmacy has recently started giving booster jabs to the over 70’s and vulnerable. This changes 

each week with the latest Government guidelines, we never quite know what to expect until arriving 

for duty.  

From early November, two persons are often being inoculated by appointment every 5 minutes from 

8:30 am to about 6:0 pm. A grand total of over 31,500 doses have been administered at Direct 

Pharmacy to date which is an excellent effort by the pharmacists who work shifts seven days a week 

for the wellbeing of the community.  

Rupert Phillips  Vaccine drive update   I thought I would provide a follow 

up from an earlier article about being a volunteer at the Direct Pharmacy 

Covid Vaccination Centre in Madrid Road, Guildford. We started in January 

2021, winter passed, spring 

came, summer was hot, 

autumn soon arrived and now 

we are about to enter winter 

again. How quickly this 

challenging year has passed 

by. 
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Veronica Wood  

Has just experienced 

Moving House 

@veronicawoodillustrations 

John Craig  The year of three popes   In July 1978, together with 

my wife and our daughter, I moved to Rome to take up my post as 

3rd Secretary, Chancery, at the British Embassy, one of the junior 

diplomats.  My predecessor was a bachelor which meant that his  
Image from Pixabay 

fitting way to 

remember 

my Dad and 

their many 

happy years 

together. 
  

Thank you 

for making 

this possible. 

We're all 

immensely 

grateful. 

Matt, Jackie 

and Elaine 

Farrow 

Photos by  

Chris & Cathy Goodwin 

Tuesday Group Tuesday group is now into its third month since 

restarting meetings in September.It has been really good to meet in 

person after relying for so long on email contacts.We have had 

discussions on interesting subjects with everyone contributing certain 

aspects.The subjects have ranged from chrysanthemums including the 

Japanese Royal emblem to buttons  when people brought their own 

examples.On a more practical side we had a meeting trying out origami 

and another colouririg ln pictures of Saint Nicolas which will be put on a 

Christmas Tree which will be included in the exhibition at the URC. 

Philip Hooper 

Photo by Chris Goodwin 

On the 26th August we had heard that a vote was expected at the Vatican in 

the afternoon.  This was a Saturday so we went to Piazza San Pietro, St 

Peters Square, in hope of seeing something.  Well we saw smoke alright but 

it was more grey than anything else.  The crowd however decided it was 

white and sure enough in about twenty minutes, after the announcement of 

Habemus Papam, the small figure of the former Cardinal Luciani, now Pope 

John Paul I, appeared on the balcony to tremendous cheers from the crowds 

waiting below. 

 Life got back to normal and we found an apartment at last.  Barely a month 

later came the shocking announcement of Pope John Paul I’s death from a 

heart attack.  This time the white smoke appeared on Monday 16th October; I 

was actually on a bus going home when we all saw the pictures on a TV in 

an electronics shop. 

The first non-Italian pope for 455 years Pope John Paul II decided like his 

predecessor to hold an inaugural mass rather than a coronation.  We 

apartment was unsuitable for us.  We therefore moved into a hotel while flat hunting. We also had to 

wait for our car to be delivered from England so were somewhat restricted.  It was mid-summer and it 

was hot; it was also very quiet as most Italians had left for the seaside or the mountains.  Pretty much 

all we had to amuse ourselves was RAI, the Italian state TV. 

Apart from news and politics there wasn’t much on offer although there was some Wimbledon, but 

one day in early August RAI programmed a play by Pirandello.  To give you an idea of how boring it 

all was this was quite exciting until the moment in the second act when the screen suddenly went 

blank.  We assumed it was the usual technical difficulties but after a while the presenter appeared to 

announce the death of Pope Paul VI.  This meant that pretty much all programming was replaced by 

solemn music. 

requested and were lucky enough to get tickets for this, held on Sunday 22nd October in Piazza San 

Pietro.   We were seated on the north side, the right as you look at the façade of the basilica.  It was 

a beautiful, warm, sunny day.  Our 11 2  year old daughter was there and we wondered how she 

would last the morning, with few toys and in a very large crowd.  We need not have worried.   

A group of Irish nuns nearby spotted us and immediately offered to look after/play with/generally 

amuse her.  I think they had more fun than the rest of us put together.  We were able to appreciate 

and enjoy the wonderful atmosphere in the square. 

Incidentally if you want to tour Rome safely and in places most people never penetrate, make 

friends with a nun.  They have instant access to almost everywhere.  Even the Roman drivers stop 

for them. 

PS Rai never did broadcast the rest of the Pirandello play. 

north side, the right as you look 

at the façade of the basilica.  It 

was a beautiful, warm, sunny 

day.  Our 11 2 year old daughter 

was there and 



The Sun moves from Scorpio into Ophiuchus on 17 December, then into Sagittarius on the 21 

December, which is the Winter Solstice and shortest day of the year. 

Mercury is too close to the Sun to be visible, becoming an evening object by the end of the month 

and then may be seen close to Venus.  

Venus is a brilliant evening object, clearly seen in the evening sky after sunset, remaining low after 

sunset. It reaches greatest brilliance on Friday 3 December. 

Mars is now a morning planet, close to Antares on Boxing Day. The Moon is near it on 3 December. 

Both Jupiter and Saturn will be visible in the South West before sunset, as well as Venus. Do go out 

after sunset and you will see them.   

Uranus is a well positioned evening planet in Aries. Neptune is an evening planet in Pisces. 

If you have any questions about the sky, do ask Rory over coffee on a Sunday, he is more 

than happy to explain. 
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Editor’s note 

The photo is my blond boy 

with my husband behind him, 

so different from the local 

children as you can see. I 

thought this would be more  

interesting than a photo of 

mountains and trees! 

Rory Fenner  The sky in December 

Image by WikiImages from Pixabay  

barbecue. I am also part of a new book group which 

meets at Queen Elizabeth Park centre every month.  

I am looking forward to going to the annual 

pantomime at Yvonne Arnaud theatre and indeed to 

attending Carol services and Christmas services at 

St Nics. Lets hope for a brighter 2022 moving 

forward as a nation and as a country.  

Jane Birch Things I enjoy  One of my highlights has been watching 

the Olympics and Paralympics in Tokyo. I have enjoyed learning Tai 

Chi.  

When I go to Cove to my friend’s cabin I like helping to train a puppy 

called Chester who is going to be a PAT dog (Pets As Therapy). I am 

looking forward to returning there once Covid numbers fall again. I 

haven’t managed to travel due to Covid and when I have been on a 

bus or train I have noticed lack of carefulness by others. Travelling 

has been so difficult.  
 

I am looking forward to going to see Ghostbusters Afterlife and 

Spiderman No Way Home. I came to see the Guildford Shakespeare 

Company perform the Hans Christian Andersen play recently, which I 

really enjoyed and found it very moving and poignant amongst the 

humour. I do hope to do the GSC adult classes starting in January.  
 

I have also enjoyed watching the England matches and being able to 

celebrate and commiserate in style whilst at home from my very own 

settee. New things for me this year have been trips to the Covid test 

centre for PCR tests.  

I have enjoyed being part of Oakleaf choir and singing at the client 

As part of our commitment to the environment, we are creating a recycling hub in the narthex at the 

back of church and encourage you to make good use of it and spread the word! 

We have for a long time collected milk bottle tops and there will be a new recycling bin for those.  

These are processed into fine grade chips so that they can be reformed into new plastic products and 

the money paid by the recycler goes to the London Air Ambulance Appeal. 

Pringles®  tubes are notoriously difficult to recycle but we are now able to collect them.  They are 

crushed and separated into their different components.  The plastic lids are pelletized and the steel 

base is smelted.  The cardboard, plastic and aluminium layer parts are separated through pulping so 

that the cardboard fibres can then be used for a new pulp.  The remaining plastic and aluminium are 

pelletized.  All materials can then be used in new products or applications.   

Toothpaste tubes are another item that can’t go in your kerbside recycling, but we can now send these 

off for recycling.  The box provided accepts toothpaste tubes and caps (any brand), plastic 

toothbrushes, plastic toothbrush outer packaging, floss containers and outer packaging (but not the 

floss please!).  There is a full list on the box. 

Watch out for new recycling initiatives coming soon! 

We continue to collect printer ink cartridges and used stamps - we raise money for St Nicolas’ by 

recycling the ink cartridges and for USPG by sending off the stamps. 

And don’t forget, we can refill your washing up liquid and liquid soap containers with eco-friendly 

products at a very reasonable charge.  You will find all these in the narthex soon. 

  

Jana Phillips New wildlife in Prague  A new 

delight is provided along the river Vltava by recently 

naturalised Coypu. Never seen here before, the 

Coypu must have escaped from somewhere 

upstream and found the environment to their liking. 

Very friendly and tame, they enquire of passers-by 

whether they have anything tasty to eat and if not 

peacefully move along. The locals look after them 

well, as you can see. 

I am looking forward to going to the annual 

pantomime at Yvonne Arnaud theatre and indeed 

to attending Carol services and Christmas services 

at St Nics. Lets hope for a brighter 2022 moving 

forward as a nation and as a country.  



 
 

CHRISTMAS! 

Our church is renowned for our Christingle service at Christmas. Last year it had to be online, 

but this Christmas, we are holding the service in person on Christmas Eve with a 3pm and 5pm 

service.  You need to book tickets in advance and there is a link on the church website to do so. 

I’m excited to celebrate with our local families, children and community together this year!  

And finally, I’m excited to work alongside Fr Neil more closely in our amazing Church Of 

England, St Nicolas Infant School as well as working with the church schools where our Infants 

go after St Nicolas?  

Liam, Children & Families Worker 
1
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Children & Families 

I pray that we would not miss those magical moments this Christmas again. 

Junior Church is here! 

Junior Church begins on Advent Sunday 28th November during the 10am Mass.  This is a 

Sunday school with a modern twist.  There will be food, craft, stories and fun whilst the adults 

get some peace and quiet in church. We are passionate about God’s children and we’re excited 

to journey with them during this magical time of year!  

Our theme is ‘Come and see’ – we’ll be seeing the animals, the angels, the shepherds and the 

wise men.    

Celebrating together! 

Christmas 2021 

What a difference a year makes!  

Last Christmas feels very different to how this Christmas is 

stacking up to be. It’s going to be a privilege to celebrate 

together as a church family and with the local community, the 

joy and wonder of the Christmas Story.  

I wonder what you really missed about last Christmas. Maybe it 

was singing together, sharing and the giving of presents, 

meeting family and friends or travelling to see loved ones. 

Moving forward into 2022, we are looking to build our small 

team of helpers and leaders at Junior Church.  At the moment, 

it’s Cath, Jo and I.  Might you feel called to help in this 

important part of our church life?   

We plan to meet once a term to plan the sessions so that the 

teaching materials are prepared in advance.  So no need to 

spend hours with lesson prep.  Please have a chat with me if 

you would like to know more. 



St. Nicolas Parish Church, Bury St, Guildford, GU2 4AW  tel 01483 564 526 saintnics.com 

Newsletter editors: Fr Neil Roberts rector@saintnics.com  Jana Phillips janagp@btinternet.com 

 

 

   

St Nicolas School is experiencing Staff 

shortages with COVID cases rising 

across Guildford. Head Teacher Emma 

Smart says: Within a school of our size, 

just 1 absent staff member has impact, 

but this week we experienced as many 

as 5 staff absent in one day, out of 14. 

Our priority is to be able to keep all 

children safe in our care and enable us 

to remain open. This week was a first 

when I encountered not one supply 

agency without teachers, but all 4! We 

are extremely grateful to the parents 

who have offered their services and we 

look forward to welcoming more 

volunteers on site next week.  
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Children & Families 
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St Nicolas’ Infant School  

Christmas Fair Saturday 4 December!!! Do come along 

and support our Infant School at their Fair this Saturday, 

11am to 2:00pm. It would be marvellous if as many people 

from our church community were able to join them – Fr Neil 

will be serving the mulled wine from 10:30 – 11:30am. 

…………………………………………… 

We will have a whole school Christmas 

Concert at St Nicolas’ Church on 

Friday 17th December at 9.45am. We 

hope the children will be able to 

experience the magic of a nativity in 

costume in front of a congregation. 

Would anyone be available to help shepherd the children from school to St Nicolas’ for 

their Nativity service on 17 December for 9:45? 

The Values of St Nicolas School  

are summarised in the heart picture.   

The Value for this half term was  Unity  

The school has a new logo symbolising the values 

that it lives and teaches by. These values are 

summarised in the picture of a heart to show that 

they are all encompassed by love. Each term is 

focused on one of these values, this term it was 

Unity.  You will see the school logo appear along 

side our church logo from now on. 

Non-drop Christmas Trees  
delivered to your door at: 

4’-5’ £40 

6’-7’ £60 

7’-8’ £70 

Tree stands, hold water £20 
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 Landscaping 

 Garden maintenance 

 Hedging & Fencing 

 Tree surgery 

 Jungle clearance & new planting 

 Logs for sale 


