
To me, the troubled, thoughtful and well-meaning fogginess of the C of E feels much more truthful, a 

much more comprehensible and sane reflection of how the human condition feels, than all the more 

dynamic philosophies. Other religions may have retained the fiery naivety of youth, but the Anglican 

church has the mild and tolerant befuddlement of experience, which is the closest thing to wisdom 

that I’ll ever believe in. 

David Mitchell, actor and comedian Sally Lowe 
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is why church presence in school is so vital. It must be good, food for thought and healthy. 

Following the service there will be coffee and cake in aid of Ukraine for the parents.  

Photo by Lukas from Pexels 

  
  
  

From the Rector’s Study  
School term ends on 1 April and we have our school in church for their 

Easter service. These are always joyous occasions - sharing the story 

of Jesus with the children and their families, some of whom do not 

come to church on Sundays or even Messy Church. For them, their 

religion, their faith, their experience of church happens at school - that 

Image from Wikipedia 
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 And then we are into Passiontide on 3rd. Passiontide begins that period when the music is rich and 

the drama of the Holy Week really starts to take root.  

We move to Palm Sunday and we remember the hopes and dreams of the people who sang 

‘Hosanna’ for a Messiah on a donkey. How fickle they were and how quickly their Hosanna’s turned 

to Crucify. We will celebrate Mass on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at the High Altar at 8pm 

and the emphasis will be upon the Gospel reading with opportunity to reflect in silence on the 

approaching Passion. And then comes Maundy Thursday: Maundy from the Latin, Mandate or 

command. Jesus gives us a new command: to love one another. How glib that can sound and yet 

how profound that demand.  At the 8pm we will wash feet, strip the sanctuary and begin our Vigil 

through the night. 

On Good Friday, our church is laid bare and we have a simple liturgy of reflection from 1.30-3pm, 

the hour of Our Lord’s last breath.  

On Holy Saturday there will be no services in church - it is the tomb. The first Mass of Easter will be 

after sunset on Saturday evening and with Vigil readings, holy fire and procession we will enter the 

church and sing the ancient plainsong of the Light, blessing of water, invoking the power of the Holy 

Spirit and marking the Pascal Candle. These ancient ceremonies are a joy and full of rich symbolism. 

The darkness of the tomb is penetrated by the lighting of the Pascal candle, our congregational 

candles are lit and we proclaim once again, Christ is Risen.  
  

As daffodils come to life in abundance may you know the joy of resurrection. These are not hollow 

words, but hallowed by Christ’s empty tomb. We are an Easter people and precisely because we 

experience death, loss, betrayal and loneliness, Easter is for us. Christ truly says, I know how you 

feel - the very essence of the Incarnation. We pray for those who do not believe, those who struggle 

to believe and we pray for ourselves in our doubts and fears and yet holding on, by faith, to those 

eternal promises: I am with you always.  

Such was the deposit of faith of so many who would not, and still do not, give up on their faith, even 

in the face of persecution and death. They would not let go of the hope that was within them and 

This month we will also welcome Messy Church back at St Nicolas, for the first time in a few years. 

We will focus on Welcome and I look forward to sharing our beautiful building with these families. 

Thanks, as ever, to our ecumenical partners and Liam our Youthworker and Cath our Master I/c food. 

neither must we. There will be days when the 

struggle is overwhelming; we do not have to find 

ourselves in the extremities of war that populate 

our newspapers and tv screens to know loss and 

doubt and fear, but wherever we find ourselves 

we know that Christ is with us still and that is 

what lies at the heart of our acclamation, Christ is 

Risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

Fr Neil 

  

https://www.pexels.com/@goumbik?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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 Fr 1   930 School Easter Service 

    11 Mass & Angelus and Lent lunch 

      

Su 3  Passion Sunday (Lent V) 830 Mass 

    10 Mass followed by APCM 

Tu 5   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

We 6 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

    12 Angelus & Mass, St George’s Chapel  

Th 7   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

Fr 8 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

    11 Mass & Angelus and Lent lunch 

      

Su 10  PALM SUNDAY 830 Mass 

    10 Mass 

Mo 11 HOLY WEEK 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

12 Angelus 

    8pm Mass 

Tu 12 Tuesday in Holy Week 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

12 Angelus 

    8pm Mass 

We 13 Wednesday in Holy Week 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

12 Angelus 

    8pm Mass 

Th 14 MAUNDY THURSDAY 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

12 Angelus 

    8pm Mass of the Last Supper and Stripping of the Altars 

Fr 15 GOOD FRIDAY 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

    130-3pm (Choir from 2-3) Veneration of the Cross 

Sa 16 Holy Saturday 8pm Vigil, Holy Fire and First Mass of Easter 

      

Su 17 EASTER DAY 830 Easter Communion 

    10 High Mass:  Holy Fire and Pascal Candle 

Tu 19   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel, Fr Neil Off 

We 20   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel, Fr Neil Off 

Th 21   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel, Fr Neil Off 

Fr 22 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel, Fr Neil Off 

    11 Mass & Angelus, St.George's Chapel 

      

SU 24 Easter I NO 830 Mass, Fr Neil Off 

    10 Low Mass 

Tu 26 St George 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

We 27 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

    12 Angelus & Mass, St George’s Chapel  

Th 28   930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

Fr 29 930 Morning Prayer, The Lady Chapel 

    12 Mass & Angelus, St George’s Chapel  

April Services 



……………………………………………………………..... 
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The 830am Sunday Book of Common Prayer Eucharist 

Each Sunday I celebrate Holy Communion according to the Rites and 

Ceremonies of the Book of Common Prayer. The small but dedicated 

congregation find their souls fed with the timeless prose of the Prayer Book 

and it is to this tradition that more often than not I find myself returning 

when words of comfort are required. At this service I celebrate facing East, 

or with my back to the congregation. You may have noticed that on some of 

the chasubles I wear there are more decorative details on the back than the 

front - this is a reflection of this tradition.  The Prayer Book Eucharist is very 

different from the Common Worship of the 10 Mass. The Gloria is said at 

the end, not the beginning (though not in Lent) and the prefaces for the 

seasons are few and far between. Repetition and familiarity are the names 

of the game. Facing East sounds somewhat unfriendly, but in fact reminds 

us that the priest is with his people, one of the people of God and with 
them, leading them to God.  Image from Wikipedia 

East is the direction of the resurrection, and far from being remote from the people with whom 

they worship, the priest finds solidarity and union. That the leader of prayer faces the same direction 

as those he leads is powerful and is the chosen means of collective worship at Taize, for example. I 

am rather taken by this tradition and we use it for Holy Week and smaller days of obligation as the 

Annunciation. It does not, for me, present God as remote, for the Eucharist is primarily about 

encountering, most intimately, the power, presence, and purpose of God – whether we feel that or 

not. As one writer posits, it is not the vehicle to experiment to attempt to “conjure feelings of 

remoteness or distance from God”. I mention this as the  Eastward-facing tradition of presiding is 

said by many to underscore the transcendence of God. But the transcendence of God is essential to 

the immanence of God as understood in the Christian tradition. God is closer to us than we are to 

ourselves because God transcends. A non-transcendent being can only be adjacent to us, can only 

come into contact with us and no further – it is God’s very transcendence that enables God to be be 

at our deepest point. It is God’s transcending of transcendence that is the Incarnation. This is the 

way that the human Jesus IS God. This is the way that the Eucharistic bread and wine IS Christ. You 

would be welcome to join the faithful few earlier on Sunday mornings if you would like to encounter 
God in ancient language and mystery - I commend it to you. Fr. Neil 
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Covid commemorated in St Albans Cathedral A 

masked figure appeared on the Shrine of St Amphibalus, 

the Christian mentor of St. Alban. It is to mark the fact 

that the shrine restoration was completed during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Jenny Austin 
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The Sun moves from Pisces into Aries on the 20 April. 

Mercury will put on its best evening apparition of the 

year, visible after sunset. At its greatest separation from 

the Sun, it will pass Uranus on 17 April. 
  

Rory Fenner  The sky in April 

Venus is the queen of the 

morning sky at  magnitude -

4.2, rising at 5am. Mars and 

Saturn will also be visible in 

the morning sky, along with 

Jupiter rising at 5.30am. As 

you can see, all the planets 

appear in the morning sky, 

including Neptune. The only 

planet visible in the evening 

sky is Uranus. 
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Practical help for Ukraine 

25 February 

We can offer support with donations – in money and in kind. Donations of money help the supporting 

agencies to target their support where it is most needed. 

We can put pressure on the government to lobby MPs, to look at sanctions and ways of peace, to 

offer ease of access and care for refugees smoothing their way to resettlement. 

We can send support to those countries welcoming large numbers of refugees eg Poland, Romania, 

Moldova via recognised refugee agencies. 

As we welcome refugees into the country, you can sign up to be a Community Sponsor via 

Sanctuary Foundation or offer to open up your home by registering at Reset Homes for Ukraine. 

Please do read through Homes for Ukraine - Guidance Diocese of Guildford for parishioners if 

you are considering opening up your home, which includes helpful questions to consider. 

Cathedrals lit  up with the colours of Ukraine to show support 

Ely 

St. Albans 

Putin's School Visit 

  

Vladimir Putin in order to get on the 

good side of voters, goes to visit a 

school in Moscow to have a chat with 

the kids. He talks to them about how 

Russia is a powerful nation and how 

he wants the best for the people.  

At the end of the talk there is a 

section for questions.  

Little Sasha puts her hand up and 

says, "I have two questions. Why did 

the Russians take Crimea and why 

are we sending troops to Ukraine?"  

Putin says, "Good questions". But just 

as he is about to answer, the bell 

goes and the kids go to lunch. When 

they come back, they sit down and 

there is room for some more 

questions.  

Another girl, Misha, puts her hand up 

and says "I have four questions. Why 

did the Russians invade Crimea? 

Why are we sending troops to 

Ukraine? Why did the bell go 20 

minutes early?...... and where is 

Sasha?" 

Peterborough 

Lincoln 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

God of peace and justice, we pray for 

the people of Ukraine today. We pray 

for peace and the laying down of 

weapons. We pray for all those who 

fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of 

comfort would draw near to them. We 

pray for those with power over war or 

peace, for wisdom, discernment and 

compassion to guide their 

decisions. Above all, we pray for all 

your precious children, at risk and in 

fear, that you would hold and protect 

them. We pray in the name of Jesus, 

the Prince of Peace. 

Amen.   

Archbishop Justin Welby    

Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

group set up by ordinary Guildford residents to 

help the people of Ukraine. It is currently engaged 

in promoting the charity Sunflower of Peace (all 

donations gratefully received) which sends 

medical backpacks and supplies to doctors and 

paramedics on the frontline. If you can help the 

group by volunteering a couple of hours of your 

time, please contact Tina Moon @ 

mrsm_303@hotmail.com 

https://www.cofeguildford.o
rg.uk/i-am-
resources/interested-in-
supporting-ukraine 

Guildford Diocese  Support Aid Efforts 

If you are drawn to do more than pray, the Diocesan 

Refugee Support Adviser, Diane Peters, has put together 

some helpful ‘calls to action’ to guide on further steps to 

lovingly support those fleeing the conflict: 

Trusted organisations already operating in  

Ukraine and among the refugees are:   

DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal   

USPG & Diocese in Europe emergency appeal 

Found on Twitter, from a Russian source: 

“Every time our Pinocchio lies, his table gets longer.” 
Photo from The Telegraph 

GUkraine  Guildford 

Aid for Ukraine is a 

community action 

……………………………………………………………..... 



gone. It had not gone in the morning and is still there with me. When 

my husband came home and asked me what I had been doing I 

eventually told him what had happened. This just confirmed in his mind 

that I was a religious nut. 

We had been married in St Nicolas ten years before, with the church 

full of many of the congregation I had known for most of my life. They 

told me that they had heard I had lost my faith and had been praying for 

me.  

I used to work for Major James More Molyneux at Loseley house. He 

had the same experience. So is was reassuring to hear from Father 

Neil that it is not only Major James and I that had God coming to them 

in this spectacular manner. Gill Williams 

A photo of Kuwait 
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A photo of Kuwait 

. 

Standing in fresh air in the North Porch 

As always, this section is for you, the readers, to write. The different “voices” create a vibrant total, 

Mtr Anne Cooper said that our Newsletter shows that St Nics is alive. Many thanks to all who have 

contributed. Please email or telephone your material to: janagp@btinternet.com, mob.07970 934325 

or give to me at church. The next issue will be in June, so copy deadline is 17 May. Jana 

“What’s on your mind” 

St. George’s Day 23rd April. Sometimes you may see a flag flying with a Red Cross 

on a white background. It is the flag of St.George. Many will have seen the icon of St. 

George in our church. So little is known about him as a historical figure. The most a 

historian can say is that he seems to have been a Christian soldier in the Roman army 

who was martyred for his faith in the fourth century. He became popular with the 

English during the Crusades of the eleventh century, when the Red Cross of St. 

George was adopted by King Richard the Lionheart. 

It became the flag of England and was later incorporated into the Union Jack. 

Many legends surround St. George. The most famous, of course, tells how he slew 

the dragon. The people of a certain town had been forced to give this dragon two 

sheep each day for his dinner. When they ran out of sheep, the dragon made do with 

people instead. George arrived on the very day when it was the turn of the king to 

sacrifice his lovely daughter to the dragon. George gallantly came to the rescue, and 

destroyed the terrible monster. 

Obviously we don’t believe in dragons these days. But even if we know little about the real person 

behind the legends of St. George, these stories can still teach us something. They speak to us of the 

importance of courage in the face of danger; of a soldier's self discipline , of taking risks for what you 

know is right; of putting others before yourself; of the victory of good over evil. 

Who knows what dragons we are likely to meet in life, and what battles we may have to fight?  When 

we are we are confronted with demanding tasks, difficult relationships, personal tragedies, and inner 

temptations - we can take our inspiration from St. George, and face the future with courage and self 

discipline, determined to do what we believe to be right. 
 

With the current terrible situation in Ukraine, our thoughts and prayers must surely be with all the 

brave people in that land who are suffering and  fighting for their freedom and that ultimately with the 

spirit of St. George they will be delivered. Good will triumph over evil. John Varney 

When Father Neil gave his sermon a few weeks ago, he said that God comes to some people in a 

flash of light. He went on to say that this did not happen to him but that he knew of others where this 

had happened. This brought back memories which I have mentioned before. 

I was driving through the desert late at night in Kuwait where I lived. My husband was away on 

business so I was alone. Going very slowly because of the sand dunes, a huge bubble of 

incandescent silver light came down and settled gently all around me. I stopped in wonder and got out 

of the vehicle feeling filled with the love of God and knew he was there with me. When I got home I 

thought about what had happened and decided that after a good night’s sleep this feeling would have 



Good Friday 
 

They call today Good Friday 

but what could make this day good? 

if you have ever believed that love inevitably 

leads to betrayal 

this day says it doesn’t. 

if you have ever believed that some people 

are unlovable, irredeemable 

this day says they aren’t. 

if you have ever believed that there is a limit 

to forgiveness 

this day says there isn’t. 

if you have ever believed you aren’t worth 

saving 

this day says you are. 

if you have ever believed that you don’t 

deserve freedom 

this day says you do. 

if you have ever believed that fear, anger, 

hate and despair will always win 

this day says it won’t. 

this day is good for 

you.                                                       
  

Cheryl Lawrie 

Australian prison chaplain 

. 
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The Sacrifice 

(fragments of a much longer poem) 
  

Oh all ye, who passe by, whose eyes and minde 

To worldly things are sharp, but to me blind; 

To me, who took eyes that I might you finde: 

 Was ever grief like mine? … 
  

Mine own Apostle, who the bag did beare, 

Though he had all I had, did not forbeare 

To sell me also, and to put me there: 

 Was ever grief like mine? … 
  

All my Disciples flie; fear puts a barre 

Betwixt my friends and me.  They leave the starre,  

That brought the wise men of the East from farre.   

 Was ever grief like mine? … 
 

The souldiers also spit upon that face, 

Which Angels did desire to have the grace, 

And Prophets, once to see, but found no place: 

 Was ever grief like mine? ... 
  

My crosse I bear my self, until I faint: 

Then Simon bears it for me by constraint, 

The decreed burden of each mortall Saint:  

 Was ever grief like mine? 
  

O all ye who passe by, behold and see; 

Man stole the fruit,  but I must climbe the tree; 

The tree of life to all, but onely me: 

 Was ever grief like mine? … 
  

But now I die; now all is finished. 

My wo, mans weal: and now I bow my head. 

Onely let others say, when I am dead, 

 Never was grief like mine. 

George Herbert  Priest & poet, 1593-1633 

 

 

Image from Wikipedia 

White Crucifixion (1938)  Marc Chagall, 

1887-1985 

Sent by Sally Lowe 
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Darrol and Jo say hello from Australia!  

In September 2019 we were thrilled to see our 

daughter Isobel marry Ben Forsyth a policeman from 

Ipswich near Brisbane! They married in Noosa, 

Queensland, then came over to Guildford two weeks 

later for a blessing from Fr Andrew in St Nics. They 

were both wonderful, happy and memorable days. 

The next day the weather lifted and was dry and warm, a perfect opportunity for Izzie and me to 

climb the Sydney Harbour Bridge. This had been pre-booked and Ben should have climbed with us, 

Jo declined to take his place! Wow! This is a great experience and one I recommend to anyone 

visiting Sydney. It is very safe but the views are spectacular and it is a fairly straightforward climb to 

the top, led by very experienced and knowledgeable guides.  

Later that day we went to the Opera House to one of the many stages for a performance of Six The 

Musical, a modern and highly enjoyable take on Henry VIII’s six wives. 

On the Sunday Izzie flew back to Caloundra and we were left to sight see on our own. After 

abandoning a visit to the Museum of Australia (it was overrun with toddlers attending a Lego 

dinosaur exhibition on a wet Sunday morning) we jumped on an open top bus tour, complete with 

umbrella, in true Brits abroad style, and enjoyed a tour of the city and down to Bondi Beach, sadly 

not as appealing in the rain! 

It was soon time to fly up to Brisbane to join Izzie and Ben in their house in Caloundra. 

The house they live in was chosen as, conveniently it has a “granny” flat on the lower floor. 

So our first task on arrival was to set up and “homify” our flat, where we plan to spend the next 

couple of months until the end of May. 

More of that next month when I will give you a further short update from down under. 

Best wishes 

Darrol and Jo 

They then returned to Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast Australia, to start their life together. Ben as a 

policeman and Isobel starting a law degree. We had originally planned to visit them in January 21 but of 

course COVID 19 changed all that! 

Finally, two and a half years later, Australia reopened their borders and we were able to plan our visit. 

After hours spent filling in visa forms, exemption forms, covid declarations etc. we were finally ready to 

depart on March the 1st. There was a heart stopping moment at check-in when the computer “said no” to 

Jo’s visa due to a date discrepancy, thankfully human intervention and a considerate immigration officer 

ironed out the issue and we were on our way. 

We left England in pouring rain, arrived in Singapore in pouring 

rain and landed in Sydney in what has been the wettest Summer 

on record! Many parts of New South Wales and Queensland 

have experienced dreadful flooding and many families have lost 

everything as their houses filled with water. To us as tourists this 

meant a wet few days in Sydney, so a minor inconvenience by 

comparison. The difference of course is that when it rains in 

March in Australia whilst it can be torrential, the temperature is 

still mid twenties as opposed to low single figures of the UK. 

The storms did throw us another curveball as we had planned to meet Ben and Izzie in Sydney for the 

weekend after we arrived and then travel to Queensland the following week. However, the thunder 

storms and torrential rain forced them to change their plans and stay at home to look after their two 

dogs, or at least that is what Jo thought! 

Isobel called me late on Thursday evening, after Jo had succumbed to the jet lag, to say that she would 

still fly down and Ben would look after the dogs and the house. We agreed to keep it as a surprise for Jo 

the next morning.  

After breakfast, Jo and I went down to Darling Harbour, near where we were staying, and decided to get 

a ferry round to Circular Quay, a transport hub near the bridge and opera house. By this time Izzie had 

landed and called me to say she would be meet us off the ferry.  

All this time Jo thought we were just planning to have a 

day sightseeing and dodging the showers. We came 

through the barriers and there was Izzie. To begin with 

from a distance, Jo thought it was just someone that 

looked like her but suddenly the penny dropped and it 

became a joyous reunion! 

The next day the weather lifted and was dry and warm, a 

perfect opportunity for Izzie and me to climb the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge. This had been pre-booked and Ben 

should have climbed with us, Jo declined to take his place! 

Wow! This is a great experience and one I recommend to anyone visiting Sydney. It is very safe but the 

views are spectacular and it is a fairly straightforward climb to the top, led by very experienced and 

knowledgeable guides.   

Later that day we went to the Opera House to one of the many stages for a performance of Six The 

Musical, a modern and highly enjoyable take on Henry VIII’s six wives. 
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Darrol and Jo’s hello from Australia continued 

On the Sunday Izzie flew back to Caloundra and we 

were left to sight see on our own. After abandoning a 

visit to the Museum of Australia (it was overrun with 

toddlers attending a Lego dinosaur exhibition on a wet 

Sunday morning) we jumped on an open top bus tour, 

complete with umbrella, in true Brits abroad style, and 

enjoyed a tour of the city and down to Bondi Beach, 

sadly not as appealing in the rain! 

It was soon time to fly up to Brisbane to join Izzie and Ben in their house in Caloundra. The house they 

live in was chosen as, conveniently, it has a “granny” flat on the lower floor. 

So our first task on arrival was to set up and “homify” our flat, where we plan to spend the next couple 

of months until the end of May. 

More of that next month when I will give you a further short update from down under. 

Best wishes, Darrol and Jo 

Covid commemorated in St Albans Cathedral  

A masked figure appeared on the Shrine of St 

Amphibalus, the Christian mentor of St. Alban. It is 

to mark the fact that the shrine restoration was 

completed during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Jenny Austin 

I call this landscape Camino.  Painted in Acrylic, 

it is from a photo taken by my son Rory Gale who 

visited the area in the Pyrenees at 

Gavarnie.  When I was a student we had a lecture 

on Santiago de Compostela and I have always 

wanted to visit.  I think this landscape is on the way 

there.  Grace Beckett. 
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Bill Christmas’ legacy  

In early March, The Daily Telegraph reported: English gent is really a fugitive, say AI experts 

“A man who has been pretending to be an urbane English gentleman is an American fugitive accused 

of faking his own death, facial recognition experts believe.” 

The technology described at the end of this article was developed by Bill Christmas who worked at 

Surrey University and was an active member of St. Nicolas’ congregation up to his death in recent 

years. Sent by Stuart Murdoch 

  



It made me very proud that my grandsons took part in the 

service, not only carrying the cross out to Junior Church but also 

taking the Crown of Thorns to be placed on the cross.  

Linda Barnes 
9 

  
 

Children & Families 

He always loves to be cuddled 

whatever the time of day and we 

have Charlie’s hairs all over us 

all of the time. We all love 

Charlie very much. 

Making chocolate nests and not 

eating them was very, very hard. 

After Café Play, Freddie likes to 

explore church to see how many 

different bells he can find to ring!!! 
              All you need is love 
  

Our local supermarket has a whole aisle to celebrate Valentines Day. The shelves 

are stacked full of teddy bears, chocolates, flowers to give to those we love and 

treasure. The very idea of Valentines Day may fill some with dread and for others 

it is a time to tell people how much we love them. Whatever category we may fall 

into, one thing is true, all we need is love!   
 

The story of Christmas has the essence of God’s love for us all with him sending 

his Son, Jesus to be with us. God loves us more than a teddy bear, chocolates or 

Louis, Benedict and Ted Roberts reveal all about The Rectory Cat! 

Enjoying Sunday 

Junior Church  

in March 

For more information, e-mail Liam at 

childrenfamsworker@gmail.com 

or ring him on 07903 028299 

Café Play (parent & toddler) 

Wednesdays 10-11:30 am  

Tie-

Dyeing 

Making 

paper 

lanterns 

We only photograph 

children with the 

parent’s permission 
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St Nicolas’ Infant School  “Living life in all its fullness” John 10:10 

VOLUNTEER REQUEST 

We are looking for volunteers to help 

get our new ‘mini books’ system up 

and running for classrooms. We 

need people for laminating and 

cutting our new mini books. Please 

get in touch with the office if you are 

available and keen to volunteer.  
  

T
h

e
 s

c
h

o
o

l 
v
is

io
n
 i

s
 e

m
b

o
d

ie
d
 a

n
d

 

a
rt

ic
u

la
te

d
 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 C
h

ri
s
ti
a
n
 V

a
lu

e
s
: 

………………………………………... 

………………………………………... 

………………………………………... 

Fr Neil ran our first whole school assembly for 2022 on the theme of Ash Wednesday. It was delightful 
to see the whole school together and the excitement from the children to see Beech joining in.  

From 

From Emma Smart’s March report At St Nics’ one of our greatest 

passions is a love of reading. Sitting with your child and sharing a book at 

bedtime has many benefits. Language acquisition is the top of the list, but also 

reducing stress and promoting a sense of well-being. Studies show that 

children who start school with a larger vocabulary have a distinct advantage.  

Sharing and most importantly talking about the book  helps to develop 

children’s higher level thinking skills and comprehension.   

Current information regarding Ukraine 
Supporting your child if they see upsetting content online 
about what is happening in Ukraine (Childnet) 
https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-
upsetting-content/ 
We should not hide from children what is happening in 
Ukraine (Schools Week/Children's Commissioner) 
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-
children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/ 
How to talk to children about what’s happening in Ukraine and 
World War Three anxiety (Metro) 
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-
about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/ 
  

 

 

Help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine and how to help them avoid misinformation 

(Department for Education) 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-

families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-

to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/ 
  

Children & Families 

Putin's School Visit 

Vladimir Putin visits a school in 

Moscow to chat with the kids. He 

talks to them about how Russia is a 

powerful nation and how he wants the 

best for the people.  

At the end of the talk there is time for 

questions.  

Little Sasha puts her hand up and 

says, "I have two questions. Why did 

the Russians take Crimea and why 

are we sending troops to Ukraine?"  

Putin says, "Good questions". But just 

as he is about to answer, the bell 

goes and the kids go to lunch. When 

they come back, they sit down and 

there is time for more questions.  

Another girl, Misha, puts her hand up 

and says, "I have four questions. Why 

did the Russians invade Crimea? 

Why are we sending troops to 

Ukraine? Why did the bell go 20 

minutes early?...... and where is 

Sasha?" 

Here we are as a Junior church 'showing and 

telling' the congregation about the t-shirts and 

art we made! 

  

School dates  

Friday 1st April  2pm  Children break up for Easter 

Tuesday 19th April   School reopens 

Monday 2nd May   Bank Holiday.  School closed 

Thursday 19th May  School Photographer (class and whole  

    school) 

Thursday 26th May  Children  break up for half term 

*Friday 27th May  Jubilee Holiday (school closed) 

Monday 30th May   Half term 

Sunday 5th June    10.00am Pentecost Service at St Nicolas Church    

Monday 13th June  Incredible Eggs delivery!   

Friday 1st July                                     INSET day (school closed) 
Friday 22nd July 2pm  Children break up for summer 

Value for this half 

term: Hope 

Junior Church each Sunday  

@10 at St Nic's Church   

(see also previous page) 

Here we are as a Junior church 'showing 

and telling' the congregation about the t-
shirts and art we made! 

So the school celebrated Book Week. One day children and 

staff dressed up as book characters and had a whole school 

parade around the playground. DEAR time has been a regular 

feature (Drop Everything and Read) and the Reading River 

competition has inspired our children to record the variety of 

reading that they take part in throughout their day/week. Have 

you tried turning the TV volume down on and encouraging 

your child to read the subtitles instead?   
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Chris & Cathy Goodwin 

St. Nicolas Church on Wednesday 13th April at 2 pm. 

The Main work is a modern Cantata entitled “Hallelujah! 

What a Savior.” This tells in words and music the events 

from Palm Sunday to Easter Day. 

The music has been composed and arranged by several 

American writers. From the euphoria surrounding Christ’s 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the 

desolation of the lonely garden as He embraced God’s 

plan and ensuing death; from the genuine love conveyed 

to His faithful followers in the Upper Room to the 

loneliness experienced in His final hours as those same 

followers  rejected and abandoned Him: from the anger 

that filled the hearts of those who now called for His 

crucifixion (only  hours after having hailed Him as King)  to 

the tender resignation of a Roman soldier that this indeed 

was the Son of God: from utter despair as He died on the 

cross to triumphant joy as Christ’s followers began to 

realise prophetic words had become a reality. All this and 

so much more….,, within a single week! The music is 

hauntingly beautiful and moving. Along side this there will 

be other readings and music together with Hymns. This 

should surely be part of our Holy Week devotion. With 

Blessings. John Varney (Choir Director) 
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What’s On 

What’s On 

The Guildford Area u3a Choir invites you to our Holy Week Presentation of choral music  

What’s On 

SPRING GARDEN SHOW 2022 

Friday 22nd, Saturday 23d and Sunday 24th 

April 2022. 

Located in the walled gardens of Loseley Park, 

over 3 days, more than 35 stalls including plant 

nurseries. Why not treat your garden to a make 

over ahead of the summer or pick up creative 

ideas from our gardens and grounds team on 

seasonal planting?  

The perfect opportunity to pick up hand-crafted 

gifts by suppliers from the Surrey Hills. 

For more information, please visit our website 

https://www.loseleypark.co.uk/ 

 or call  01483 304440.  

Loseley Park, Surrey, GU3 1HS 

 

Newsletter Sponsors 

St. Nicolas Parish Church, Bury St, Guildford, 

GU2 4AW  tel 01483 564 526 saintnics.com 

Editors Fr Neil Roberts rector@saintnics.com   

Jana Phillips janagp@btinternet.com  

Copy deadline 17th of each month 

 

 

 

A Presentation 

42 Cathedrals in a Year - Interim 

Report 23 gone;  19 to go!!!   
An illustrated talk by David Greenwood on 

his travels around the country visiting the 

many, various, wonderful cathedrals of 

England.   

Saturday 2 April at 11am. 
St.Nicolas’ Church, Bury Street, 

Guildford   

Admission Free. Donations invited for  

 

 

 

There will be Coffee and CAKE !!  
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What’s On 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brush up your Shakespeare! 
A sequence of songs celebrating all things 

Shakespearian by Thomas Arne, Josef 

Haydn, Franz Schubert, Hubert Parry, 

Charles Villiers Stanford, Roger Quilter, Ivor 

Gurney, Peter Warlock, Cole Porter, Richard 

Rodgers and Lorenz Hart and Leonard 

Bernstein. 
Performed by David Greenwood & Gillian Lloyd 

Saturday 23 April at 11am. 
St.Nicolas’ Church, Bury Street, Guildford 

  

Admission Free. Donations invited for 
 

 

 

 

There will be Coffee and CAKE !! 

01483 737800 

The Lightbox, Chobham Road 

Woking, Surrey, GU21 4AA 

The Lightbox, Woking 

Coffee Concert  

to celebrate the 

anniversary of the birth 

of the Bard of 

Stratford-on-Avon 


